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I. is not the smallest expectation that I have of con- I 
verting deists, which has induced me to pay attention 
to Mr. Paine's book, styled, the Age of Reason: my ex- |} 
ectations are not so high; but I am acquainted with a 
arge number of honest, simple, well-meaning persons, l 
who were turned from the error of their way by that 5 21 
gospel, and by those very books which Mr. P. has had: , ** 
the daring boldness to treat with such unparalleled con- 
tempt and scurrility as I have seen no writer besides 
himself has had th audacity to da, Many of the 
above description, who had happily escaped the pol. . 
lutions of the world, are in no small danger, by Mr. P.'s 
| daring blasphemies, of returning with the dog to his vom 
| it, and wit the 'sow that was washed to her wallowi N inn 
the mire, For their sakes, I wish to put an antidote” 
into their hands, which may prevent their subversion, 
and falling from their steadfastness. It is with pain wy | E 
Sorrow of heart, that I have known some, who once 
did run well, become the converts to Mr. P.'s creed, 
that now can commit iniquity with greediness, as „ 
ever the case with such as deny the Lord who bouggnt 
them, who have made shipwreck of faith and a god 
conscience, and 1 wish to use my endeavours to pre- } 
N vent others from following 3 e 
f It, was some time before I could obtain a sight of the” _ 2? 
second part of his Age of Reason; for I confess, I did 
not feel myself free to give half- a- crown for a bad book, 3 
as that was the price I saw-1t advertised at. Likewise, 1 
Izheard such formidable reports of it, as made me fear 1 
Pphould not be able to give any satisfactory account of it; 
Jo that I was ready to repent . the pres 
imy answer iö the first part, thinking that if I could give 
Ino suitable answer to the second part, I had better _ | 
1 . | : woe . 5 : VVV „ 
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haue taken the first in hand. But in looking it through, 
it is not such a dreadful Goliah as was represented, al- 
though it bids defiance to the armies of the living God; 
at least I will try to throw a stone at it, and if I can- 
not bring it down, I hope to prevent its turning the 
simple-hearted out of the way. I have read a little in 
controversy, and seme I have thought have been not 
quite so genteel as they ought; but in self-sufficient pert- 
ness, in scurrilous buffoonery, in dogmatical positiveness, 
in low obscene blasphemy, Mr. P. exceeds them all. His 
Pretended reverence for the Deity is a cheat, to blind 
the unwary; an author, who either fears God, or re- 
rds man, dares not write as; Mr. P. has had the impu- 
dence to do: I call it impudence, but that is too soft a 
term; for I think, if an unclean spirit should issue from 
F + © an infernal council, and turn author, he would write as 
%%% y BURST 
| A sagacious reader will easily detect the sophistry, 
and discover many contradictions in the second part of 
his Age of Reason; but there is one runs through the 
whole performance; he seems confident, that all, er 
most of the Scriptures are fictitious, mere romances, 
„something like Leisten Crusoe, written by Selkirk,“ 
and yet takes much pains to blacken the characters of 
all the actors therein, as a heap of murdering, rapacious, 
obscene plunderers and robbers; it is true, he pretends 

to treat our blessed Lord a little more gently, but he has 
the delicacy to represent him as one of Jupiter's bas- 
- tards, and as an illiterate idiot. Now if the whole of 
the Bible be mere fable, like Homer's Hiad, or Robin- 
son Crusoe, it is perfectly ridiculous to waste so much 
time and paper in marking out the exceeding wicked - 
ness and cruelty of the actions recorded therein. If it 

is fable, it falls into nothing, and Mr, P.'s elegant paint- 
ing ſ can shew nothing but the venom and malignity of 
his own heart. Would a man of sense spend page upon 
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Page, and almost fill a half-crown book, in describing 
and blackening the characters of Homer's gods and he- 
roes, or Robinson Crusoe's canibals in his island of de- 
spair? Must it not argue a want of sense in such a 
writer? Now let every thing in the Bible be as bad as 
Mir. P. represents it, yet if it is fiction, there was no harm 
done; there was neither cruelty nor obscenity. 3 84 


8 


. 


3 * 


— 8 
DE 


rn. * ä 2 * * N F Tx 3 PIETY 3 7 fi * 4 a * 9 9 \ * * * 
by : 4 4 7 RT Fon . 9 T8 2 "ke 3 0 * 13 3 ” ' 
o * 232 - * 5 
8 5 . N > #5 ** 
* 4 3 4 4 p 
* 
* *. — 1 


What Mr. P. says in his Preface, respecting hig im- 

prisonment, his danger of being guillotined, his sick 

ness, and tranquillity of mind, we may give him credit 

for it, except the last article, which it seems eee 00 | 

the comfortable retrospective view of Writing his firse 

part of the Age of Reason. There is a saying in one of 

those books Which he has so liberally abused, viz. that 

there are of the wicked who have no bands in their deut 

and whether Mr. P. will believe it or no, I will venture 

to assure him, if he has no better foundation, he Will 

find himself miserably deceived.” He may sport him 

self with his own deceivings, and flutter in the sparks 

of his own kindling, but this he will find at the hands 

of his offended Creator, that he will at length lie down 

in sorrow. I shall pass over his nine first pages, for 

what is in them respecting the matter in hand, will 

come in afterwards. My intention is to prove, against“ 

Mr. P.'s arguments, that these books are genuine, and 

| that they do not deserve that scurrilous treatment which  ' . F 
he has bestowed upon them, To begin with those com» . * *} 

manly called the five books of Moses. Genesis, Exodus, . 

Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. He says, page 10, 


* ww 


= “My intention is to shew, that those books are spuri- 
Ur ous, and that Moses is not the author of them that 
they were written by some very ignorant and stupid 
pretenders to e They several hundred years after the 
death of Moses. The evidence that I produce in this 
case, is from the books themselves.“ Before I proceed 
to the answer, it may be necessary to premise, that sup- 
posing these books were not written by Moses, What of 
that ? the books do not say that he wrote them. It is the 
truths contained in the books, and not the writer or writ- 
ers we are concerned with. When Lsee a piece of curi- 
ous mechanism, done by a certain artist, it is of no con- 
sequence who related it, there is the machine, and We are 
certain who the operator is. There is a grand structure 
in London, called St. Paul's, built by the direction of a 
celebrated architect, whose name was Wren; it is f 
no consequence what historian writes the account; | 
whether it is Smollett, Hume, Kimber, or any other 
writer, we see the building, and we are pretty certain 
who drew the plan. I think the works of God de- 
sexibed in those — pretty evident; and as much 
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as Mr. F. boasts of his scientific knowledge, 1 am very 
doubtful how he would have found out the Maker of 
|  - " them, if it had not been for those very books which he 
-  - pours-Such a flood of ; contempt upon. But to proceed. 
His first proof against Moses being the author, is thestyle 
and manner. Ihe style and manner in which those books 
are written, give no room to believe, or even suppose, 
they were written by Moses. But if our critic — 
allow these books to be written by Moses, where did 
he ever see any other Written by him? If 1 ﬆe a 
book said to be written by such an author, and I say, 
no, it is not the style and manner of that author; does 
not that imply that the author has. written many other 
books, and that L am so well acquainted with them, as 
to be able to know the stile and manner of that author, 
in such wise, that I can detect a forgery published in 
his name? Now where did Mr. P. see any other writ- 
ings ascribed to Moses? Whether there be contra- 
dictions in these books or no, our author sets out with 
%%% ꝶ ꝓ J os no PR LE” 
Another learned argument against Moses being the 
Author, is, his speaking in the third person 
Page 11. In Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, (for 
every thing in Genesis is prior to the time of Moses, 
and not the least allusion is made to him therein) the 
Whole, 1 say of these books is in the third person.“ 
And is not the style of Cæsar in the third person 
Does he not always say, Czsar encamped in such and 
such a place, or fought such and such battles, &c. ? 
And does any one doubt whether the Commentaries 
were written by him? Does not Josephus always write 
in the third person ? and yet, I never met with any 
person that disputed his being the author of the books 
which go by his name. And when a man writes: the 
history of past ages, as Moses does in writing the book 
; of Genghis, he certainly must write of things prior to 
did. „It cannot be admitted as a fact in those books, 
that it is Moses that speaks, without tendering (I sup- 
pose Mr. P. means rendering) Moses truly: ridiculous 
and absurd.“ How 80? Because it is said in Numb, 
Chap. xii. ver. g. Nom Moses was very: meek. above all men 
 rolach were on tlie face of the cart io boast of meckness, 
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This is curious reasoning. Let us see how: it Will ap- 
ly. Mr. Paine often boasts of his knowledge of SCIenice, 


in so much that if one were to judge of him by what he 


says, we might be apt to think that all the World were 
idiots, except himself and Mr. B. Franklin. He talks 
much of the properties and application of the triangle? 


. 


may we not say, to boast of science, is the reverse o 


science ?“ if 30, Mr. P. is % liar in sentiment.“ If 
Moses was the meekest man upon the face of the earth, 


his speaking the truth, even in the third person. 


the close of his own, there is no tmpropriety in his say: 


ing, no man knoweth of his sepulchreto this day; Sucha 
declaration does not require ages or centuries to make 
sense of it, If Mr. P. had been missing for forty years; - i 
there would be no impropriety in saying, he ts not | 
been heard of to this day; nor would there have been 
any very great loss if it had been seo. 
Page 13. The reason assigned in Deuteronomy for 
ge 13, n assig uteror 15 9 
Exodus; it is only adding another reason to make the 
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keeping the sabbath is“ no ä contradiction to th 


obligation more strong and binding. What he, in the 


same page calls an inhuman and brutal law, concerning 


( having their names changed; from thence. we are 
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— eis called stubborn and rebellious, and 


4 & K 
3 


Fenness and gluttony are mentioned; vices which I do 
not find Mr. P. once to write a syllable against, and 


* 


respecting priests and tythes, I shall leave the matter 
or he and they, the priests, to settle it as they please; 
I am. no priest. I receive no tythes. We must re- 
member, Mr. P. tells us he was brought up a Quaker, 
therefore the poor priests are likely to have small quar- 
c 3 "47 4 Ef | 


slaughter-house. As to what he says in the same page, 


„ Hitherto I presume we have met with nothing which 
impairs the credit of the five books ascribed to Moses, 
ove being the author of them. But now he brings 
forth his strong reasons; page 14, and he finds a mighty 
one in Genesis xiv. viz. Abraham pursuing the fugitive 
an account of several towns in France and America 


transported to the land of Canaan, and in Judges, 
chap. xviii. ver. 27, to inform us there was no such 
town as Dan in the time of Abraham; that the original 
name of the place was called Laich, till the Danites 
took it, as he says, 334 years after the death of Moses.“ 
his I suppose is thought to be a master- piece of Pain- 
Dan in Abraham's time f Mr. P. disputes every thing 
in the Bible; yet his reader must take every thing for 
bible which he says. Are-there not in England several 
places of the same name? In this very county, where 
live, viz. Lancashire, there are two places of the name 
of Ashton, and I expect one was built some hundreds 
of years before the other; and supposing a writer, who 
liyed before the latter Ashton Was built, N Say, 
Such a battle was fought, and such an army was pursued 
to Ashton, does that prove him not to be the historian? 
or does it prove chat the historian did not live at the 
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time assigned him, because the latter Ashton was not 
built? We have a circumstance in our English history 
quite pertinent. A famous battle was fought: at Bos. 
worth, in Leicestershire, between Richard 3, and the 
Earl of Richmond, in Which the former lost his life; 
but there is another place called Bosworth, I think in 
the same county; now ee the latter place to have 
gone by another name, to wit, Market Bosworth, as it 
is now called, supposing it was called only at the time 
of the Battle Market, and a historian writes the aecount 
of that battle before Market is called Bosworth, and 
says, that such a battle was fought at Bosworth; no, 
says a pedantic critic, that is false, for there was no 
Bos worth at that time, nor till g31 years after, there - 
fore it is a forgery, What should we think of such 4 
coxcomb? - There is another way of accounting for 
this matter, Which all candid men will readily allow. In 
translating dne language into another, it is no uncom- 
mon thing to find frequent ellipsis, in which case the 
translator is allowed to add a word or two, N 
sense complete; it is frequent in the Scriptures, and in 
the translations of Homer, Virgil, Horace, &c. Now? 
in translating that place in Genesis, it would only be 
writing, and he, that is, Abraham, pursued them to a 
place since called“ Dan, and all the seeming ineonsist- 
ency ceases. Take it which way vou please, either al- 
low that there might be twa, places called Dan, or the 


words EO and there is no room for cavit. ' + 


Page 25, * There is a striking confusion between the 
historical and chronological arrangement in the bock 1 
Judges. It is, generally allowed, that the five. lat 
chapters should come in after the first, and so the wor 225 
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very manner which I have observed. See Gen, xxviii.. 19. Josh. 
xiv. 45. Chap. 25. 13. Most of the ancient cities and towns in Eng- 
land have had their names changed, perhaps more than once. Fox in- 
stance London was called Augusta Trinobantam; and York was called, 
Eboracum, àud prior to that, Brigantium. In this last city Constan- 
tius, the father of Constantine the great, died. Now supposing an 
8 historian is inserting chat circumstance, it would be rational 
or 


him to say, that Constantius died at York, as every English reader - F 


would know what he meant; but should be only use the Latin name. 
Eboracum, or the more ancient British, ' Brigantium, without explain- 


ing them, got one in twenty would know what place it was. 
\ PIES 2 17 NT OG 
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es. not invalidate the history in any wise. But in 
making his objection, our critic has the confidence to 
assert it again, that no such place existed in the time 

Moses as- Dan.“ Let him prove that ; ; and when he 
has done so, he gains nothing by it. | 

It is generally allowed, that the hacks of. this: Ola 
Testament were arranged mY collected by Ezra, after 
the captivity ; which must have been thrown into great 
confusion, not only in the captivity, but previous to it; 
and if there ad happen to be some little irregularity 
in the arrangement, no man of e will make any 
obj ection on that account. | | 
| e Same. answer may be given. to the objections 
made, page 19, respecting. the kings of Edom. When 
Ezra was collecting and methodizing the historical 
Scriptures, it wauld be very natural for him to insert 
ina parenthesis, and these a the kings that reigned in 
1 5 before any ing reigned, over. [sracl. | These are not 
the.words of Mos the-author, but. 5 Eara the tran- 
1 sgriber; and I am 77 more convinced. that it is so, be- 
1 use the same words occur 1 Chron, i. 43. Very likely 
| the words; might have been added in a marginal note, 
L some future transcriber might insert them in the 
= text. Dg we not meet, with similar ene en his- 


tories, especially those that are ancient. 

Page 17. © Take away the belief that Moses Was The! 
3 9 which only the strange belief that it is the 
Word of God, has 8 and there remains nothing of 
Genesis, but an anonymous bogk of fables, &c.“ Take 

away the belief that God made the world, and it only 

remains that the world made itself. The authenticity 
4 the book of Genesis does not rest upon Moses being 
the author, * not, any more than the rebellion in 1915 
| 1 17 depends upon Mr. Hume being the relator. 
e peat it again, it is not once said, in any of 
= four books ascribed to Moses, that he ras as the WW 
thor'of them. | 


8 4 5 50 1 the B of. Mc 


L 808, as PP in 
the Bible, is the most horrid that can be imagined.“ 
The 5 erg of Moses, as stated in the Bible, shes 
him to have 8 one of the most excellent men that 


8 n ur id the wars carried on under By we. 
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zs judgment executed upon offenders in all well-ordered | 
governments? is it not that others may take warning? 
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ever-inscrutable his ways may be to shortésighted mor- 
tals, they ard conducted with equity and truth. 


is it not intended to be a terror to ei- ders f und i it 
not intended to retnbve such evil-doers from hum s- 
ciety, lest others should be corrupted thereby? I take 


person as Moses, and that such transactions were done as 


* 
33 


vel the special direction of God Himbeff, The 
Almighty: is the moral governor of the world, and how=- 


are recorded in those very books which he finds $6 


much fault with, otherwise he is raising a dust about 
nothing, and his books; are only catch-pennies, mere 


impositions upon the public. - : Now'taking it for grants 


must consider into what a state of cruelty, filthines 


had neither priests nor prophets, nor revelation: nor 


mitacles to corrupt them. Moreover, we find the 
Almighty bore with their manners for a long time, and 
no doubt allowed them not only time, but also means of 


re pentance and amendment; I say time; yes, near 4% 


d, that Mr. P. believes those histories are true, we 


years, all the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 


ity, and afterwards should inherit the land of Canaan 
but that it should be a considerable time first, and he 


assigns this reason for the long delay, for the 3 | 
10le 


the Amorites is not yet full, Gen. xv. 13. The wh 


mass was not yet sõ corrupt, but that there were some 
exceptions, some who regarded humanity. What the 


general state of the inhabitants was, we may judge from 


those of Sodom and Gomorrah. We see nothing would | 


check their impieties. They had been taken captives, 
and rescued by the valiant exertions of faithful Abras 
ham, who' generously gave them all the spoil, and we 
8 would not fail of warning them against 


9 1 


tience, and long - forbearance of God: to them. Li 


wise, we may; suppose Lot would not fail to inform 

them how provoking their impure abominations were 
7 - . 7 f RATE. , | 
THED ny 5 unto 


of their doings, or in declaring the mercy pe. 4 
| E * q 


forming, Abraham, that multitudes should descend from - 
darn gl ne eve re Should endute a long captiys . 


d Mr. P. among them, they would have t 
d, and greedily return to their abominations, as it 
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umo a holy God. These instandes of mercies, and mer. 
 ciful warnings, had no effect; the Almighty then took 


doned cities by fire and brimstone; by lightning, very 
| likely Mr; P. will say, be it 80; perhaps it might check 
iniquity for a moment, till the fear and terror were 


LY 


gone, and especially if they had any such philosophers 


ir wounds 


appears they did: To be certain into what a scene of 


cruelty, filthiness, and impurity, they were sunk, read 
the eth chapter of Leviticus,” in which the Israelites 
are strictly charged against the cruel, filthy, unnatural 


. crimes, laid down in that chapter. Iwill say nothing 


: v5. 


K 


about wizards and familiar spirits: Mr. P. with a single 


©  8neer can vanquish these out of the universe. But 


what shall we say of their sacrificing their children to 
Molech? a man n his father's wife, or his own 
daughter; sodomy, beastiality, almost every kind of 
cruelty? not here and there a proflipate instance, but 


the whole land was defiled, and that for a long space of 


time. Now, says Jehovah, ye shall not walk in the man- 


ners of these nations which I cast out before yon: for they 
committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred them, 


Levit. xx. 23. Lock back again into the 18th chapter, 


- where many of the forementioned evils are spoken of, 
and God says, the land is defiled : therefore I do visit the 
3 thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out 
ler in 


bitants, see verses 27, 28. Now God had aw- 
fully consumed the forementioned cities, as hath been 


observed, and very likely kad warned them in many 
other respects, it may be by wars and cruelties among 


themselves, yet they appear to have been incorrigible; 
might he not justly say, shall I not visit for these things, 
and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 


When e member is 50 mortthied, that there is no possi- 


preservation of the body; amputation, no doubt. And is 


nt the whole world. abody politic? And when a nation 
or a kingdom become so corrupt, that there is no pros- 
pect of healing, all means are rendered abortive, and 


that the contagion is likely to spread, what can be doner 


excision is unavoidable, In this the Judge of all the 


1 h earth 
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earth does right; and perhaps one might venture to 8ay, > 
it would reflect upon the justice of the Almighty, were 
he to act otherwise. Let these things be attentively 
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considered, and we shall easily see there is neither i 
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rashly speaks. Page 18. And as to the cruelty inflicted 
upon infants, is it not what they are enduring, every 
day? What numbers are perishing? some by excru- 
ciating, . deaths, from various maladies, in 
which they endure ten times more than those infants __; 
who died under military execution. Many infants suffer: 
more from the small-pox, yea, twenty times more than the 
child whose life is taken in a moment. And how many 
have been destroyed by fire, or torn by wild beasts, de. 
voured alive by piece- meal? How many have been 3 


justice in the Deity, nor villainy in Moses, as Mr, 


and still are, famished<to death with hunger and cold? 
exposed in woods, or other places, to the * of the 
first Fe that shall find them? And how 
many have been destroyed by superstition ? as was the 
case with a great part, perhaps, the greatest part of the 
children in Pak, Death is the E which human 
nature must pay; it is the fruit of that forbidden tree 
which our merry author is so diverted With, the changes . 
which he has so often rung, sporting himself with one f _: 
the most awful calamities that ever found its way into the 4 
world; a calamity, in which was contained every other. 
Did our author rightly understand that source of al! 
cruelty and evil, we should not have the metry jig 80 
— played over, of Eve, the apple, and ths 
Thus much I thought necessary to remark, wWhie! 
may be an answer to all he says respecting the hornd' ©? 
butcheries he speaks of in Numb. xxxi, and also for the 
executions in rc The lives of those inhabitants 
had long been forfeited; they had long been borne with; 
the very land was loaded with them; they were become 
loathsome, and the land spued them out, Read care 
fully over the xviii, and xxth. chapters in Leviticus. 
Hence the divine order was their utter excession, lest 
the Israelites should be corrupted by them. See Num. 
xxxiii. from 50 to the end, and Josh. xxiii, 11, tothe 
end. Deut. xx. 17, 18. As for the infants, it was in 5 
mercy that God took them from the evil to come in the 
VVV 1 .\_ Speediest. 
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© What is objected again pages, 19, 20, respecting, the 
unte 1 circumatances, is Safficiently an 
swWered, pages 8, 9. No man in his senses can imagine 
that either Moses or Joshua wrote the account of thei 


II is generally thought that Samuel wrote the book of 
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tion? So many s 


in m. PIT for G04 aeiroyed even e, nurderers, 
ng. burnt up their city. „ 
As touching the time of Mone wag our As Pet | 
jects so much against, is it Possible that s0 many solemnm 
institutions could be appointed, and the times * cir- 
cumstances'so regularly 1 out, and yet be all fie- 
-Sighted enemies as the Jews have 
had, surely some of them would have detected the cheat, 
and infallibly exposed it. The very silence of enemies 
gives assent. Moreover, let any man of learning con- 
sult the astronomical tables in Bedford's Scripture 
Chronology, and they will see how clearly every minen 
demonstrated relative to the Scripture history. | 
Page 21. This tale of the sun standing still u upon 
mount Gibeon, and the moon in the valley of Ajalon, 
is one of those fables that detects itself. Such a cir- - 
cumstance could not have happened without being 
known all over the world; whereas there is not a na- 
tion in the world that knows an 3 about it.“ How: 
does this confident man know that There is not a na- 
tion in the world that knows any thing about. it?** Has: 
he been in every nation in the w to enquire? or 
has he seen-all the books which have been written and! 
lost? Doubtless, it was known all over the world; for it 
was not done in a corner. A similar circumstance hap- 
pened in the 
of Babylon to send ambassadors to enquire concerning it, 
2 Chron. xxxii, 31. Isa. xxxviii. 8. and there is no reason 
a think but "many would wonder and enquire what eould: 
be the cause of so strange a phenomenon, although their 
enquiries have not reached to our times. Therefore Mr., 
F. might have spared his bright thought of “Joshua put- 
ting the sun and moon in his pocket,” illustrated by 
Guy Faux and his lanthorn, page 22. It is really ridic- 
ulous to affect being witty without wisdom, a talent 
Ban by our author, with a 1 8 8 en of impu- 

— 

As Mr. P. repeats his objection | to the word that of. 
en occurs, Such a thing remains to this day, and will. 
eeds have it, that it a long space of time, even 5 

ages 3 I say, as he repeats his objection, I must re 
ay Hs made of it does not; a few years wilt worrant | 


uch a of speaking,. For e 1 Me 


daysof Hezekiah, which occasioned the king. =_ 


Mr. P. wrote a book against the English government, and 
for fear of a station in Newgate, or the pillory, a tripe 
Botany Bay, or a jaunt to Tyburn, he gave Jack Keie 
the slip, and ran away to France, where he continues to 
thts day, there is no impropriety in thus speaking, un- 
less he has gone somewhere else, although it is not four 
Vea inet his dennen. 
Page 23, The seeming contradiction in the case of 
Jerusalem, may be very easily reconciled. The Jebu- 
sites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, might come to an 
agreement with the children of Israel, and so rebuild 
the city, and settle in it; or, when the Israelites sinned 
against God, the Jebusites might reconquer it, and so 
continue in possession till the time of David; and most 
probably the latter was the Tase, as it was with many 
ein,, 3; 1545 ELF 3040130 230.) 
Page 24. Qur author is pretty favourable with the 
book. of Ruth, only that it is an idle bungling story 
about a. strolling country girl,” & c. Nay, she was a 
widow, and had been a wife of course; and. became a 
wife again, and an honourable mat ron; and had the hon- 


our of being a 8 of our blessed Redeemer, 


Which is in all probability the chief reason for that short 
history, related in much simplicity; and very likely 
Samuel Was the author of it. „F***. 
That the two books which bear the name of Samuel, 
could not be written by him, we are certain of, nor do 1 
know of any writer which says they were; but he be- 
ing the principal mentioned in those books, might oc- 
casion them to be called by his name. He might write 
the beginning, and the explanation of the word -seer 
4 might de inserted by Eara, as several other words were, 
2 | way of explanation - and is no proof that the history 
1 of that time was not. written. by Samuel, although it 
might be carried on by some other hand; as Rapin and 
Smollet's histories of England, go by the names of those 


respective authors, although we know they did not fin- 
Page 26. Mr. P. triumphs before the eee or ra- 
ther without victory. © I have gone through all the 
books in the first part of the Bible, to Which the names 
of persons are affixed, as being the authors of those, and 

+ the church have imposed upon the world as the writ- 
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eee ebene thighapotion,” X ink | 
ery impartial reader, I have made it appearthere 


city of those books; or an author having be- 4] 
gun a” e especially that of A, and that work 
rst writer's name 


more to | 


Faux and his dark lanthorn. 


consequence. The cruelties and assassinations amm 


Exckiel, Roses, Amos, and Joel, and ee whether e 
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treatment which our wise author 
give them. All that is said of 


it, has no more to do with it than it has with the Age 
of Reason lt does not appear that those prophets, or 


historians, lie ved each other: they knew each other 


too well.“ Now which of the prophets, or historians, 
have contradicted the story of Jeroboam, and the pro- 
phet crying against the altar? All the rest being silent, 
is no proof against the miracle, and till Mr. P. can bring 
some 2552 against it, must he not stand confessed a vile 


railer 


1 Ibid. The history, also, of Eli ah, as is related in the 
two books of Kings, and his being taken into heav- 
en, is objected, because not mentioned in the Chronicles. 
Most likely the writer of the Chronicles, whether 
Daniel or Ezra, knew the fact to be true, and $0 well 


attested, he might think it needless to repeat it. 


do I see either absurdity or impropriety respecting 
Elisha and the children. It seems those poon children 
had parents of Mr. P.'s creed, and taught them to de- 


spise and hate e and if the Almighty 8 
| lieve 
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the sentence which the prophet. pronounced, I be 

it was in mercy to the children in taking them from 
the evil to come; mercy. to others, that those children 
might not be permitted to grow up and propagate such 
tenets, or. they might have written an Age f Reason oy 
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3 not Aas. case, What reason is there to call it in question 1 
% To go on at that rate, is to invalidate the credit of all his- — 
1 torical evidence; Mr. P. himself tells us a blind sto in 5 
his Preface, concerning his being put into the priso \ "3 
4 the Luxembourg, for what we know not, nor does hs ** 
t tell us; but — else relates the story, I am inelined 1 
7 to believe it a fact; yet a-casuist, like Mr. Paine might: 1 
1 object it; because nobody else says so. The writer f 
| the Chronicles might think it quite sufficient that*Sey= - Þ 
8 eral things are related in the books of Kings. The au- 


„ thor being anonymous, is as little to the purpose; for 

e one might almost say, if I knew him, I woult not err 3 
n Mr. P. for he is desirous to know him; for the aame 

e reason that Herod sought for the youngghy 11d, namely, 
IT if ossible to destroy him. —_—  :. - C 
En: age 31. Little mention being made © of the prophets | 
8, ahi ave written their prophecies, is no reasonable ob- 4 
o- jection to-them 3 their Works praise them in the gate, 

it, they had no «points of etiquette to settle.“ Had the 

ng historians made large and honourable mention of them, 

le most likely our candid author would haye said, it was 


33 5 
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all a manufactured ] 3 between them.“ The 
ve enesis, was very Hkely inserted 
"by Tara, as many others might, by way of explanation, 

as has been observed, and can no more affect the truth 
er of Scripture history, than Hume or Sinollet i inserting an 
ell ex idifitory x note upon Camden, Rushworth, or any other . 
lor bil Prien, invalidates the en of: the 1 
ing Which they transcribe. 1 
en Page ga. Nor is there any u cutting or ons; bes 
de- caules* the last two verses in Chronicles are the same 
ted MW which begin the book of Ezra, that only shews the 
ave Wl connexion, just as the catch word Which ends one 
om page begins that of another. The abrupt ending in 
ren Chronicles is ee agreeable to the genius of the 8 
uch Hebrew language; as'Jerusalem stood on an eminence, 
#00, it Was WING cee style, e, when _ d were seins 
and 3 0 
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E, } 

3, has t th zu elf, 

1 Hebre Weis, 4 S0n of one year was Saul in his king- | 
dom, and when he had reigned. two years, Saul chose three | 
thousand men, &c. 1 Sam. xiii. 1. The meaning is, that 
Saul remained a year in private after his anointing, 

but at the end of two years, he chose three thousand 
men, & c. Now what is there in this simple relation, 

that is 80 senseless ? So the circumstance in Joshua v. 
verse 13, which is objected to, seems abrupt; but are 
we sure that the adorable Personage which appeared to 
him, said no more thari what is recorded ? Was Joshua 
obliged to tell all the world what passed in that inter- 

view Very likely our wag would have found out 

some sarcasm to have thrown out at it. It seems as if 
our author Was almost worn out in Passs 34, 35, respect- 
ing the hist al books, and his objections are so friv- 

_ olous respecting Ezra and Nehemiah, that they are not 
worth notice. In books of such antiquity, aud such 
complex numbers, passing through so many thousand 
different transcribers, it must have been a miracle, if 
there had not been some mistakes; but these mistakes 
affect not a single doctrine in the Bible, and it proves 
that Mr. P. spoke the truth, when he said, he hated the 
Bible, or he would not have made such silly objections! 

Page 97. We have a lewd sneer upon Esther, with a 
kind of a lie. She did not © offer herself as kept mis- 
tress to Ahasuerus ;'* but her uncle Mordecai offered 
her to him for a wife, which proved a mighty deliyer- 

- ance for a people, otherwise doomed to destruction. 

But our author says, that ts no business of mine, why 

did he meddle with it then? Because, as he tells us, 

ehe detests the Bible, and is determined to be a busy 


3 I5id. He tells us he had spoken respectfully of the 
book of Job; but it seems his judgment is not like the - 
laws of the Medes and Persians; for as this book, alas 
for it! happens to be a part of the Bible; he is deter- 
mined to . a stroke at it, though it be _ Aa 

hi R _ ; _- © -woogen 


more sense in it than Mr. P. 
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| Fa pany Nay, at be b a fel man, 313 | 
nd out that it is not àn Hebrew composition; yea, 
in the first part of his Age of Reason, he tells us, 
Moses was not an Hebrew: was there ever a man of 
such sagacity before? But Ft is not the book of Jeb 
of a Hebrew composition ꝰ hy first, „he has seen 
the opinion of two Hebrew ie Bite br upon the 
subject, and they both say; that the book of Job carries 
no evidence of being an Hebrew book—and that the 
author of the book was a Gentile,” But why does not 
Mr. P. tell us the name of this Gentile author ? for he 
lays a wonderful stress upon that circumstance in the 
books which he has passed through. His second T7 
son against the book of Job being an Hebrew com 
sition is, that the astronomical names of Pleiades, + 
on, and Areturus, are Greek, and not Hebrew names.““ 
What a great thing it is to de learned! But if Mr. P. 
will consult his learned Hebrew. commentators, Aben- 
ura and Spinosa, themselves, they can tell him that the 
Greek names Pleiades, Orion, and Arcturus, are not in 
+ the Hebrew of the book of Job, but h’ 9 9 and 
i are, and these are Hebrew names, Ibid; © It does not 
1 *ppant from any thing which is' found in the Bible, that” 
Jews knew any thing of astronomy.“ But it ap- 
4 pears from the New Testament, that Maus was arge 
= in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, Acts vii. 22. and he 
5 was an Hebrew, and is generally thought to have bemn 
„the author of the book of Job, and the Egyptians were 
2 WM thought to have been wo versedi in the FEIENeE, of astrone 


1 — 


EF 


Fage 33. I cannot see Whg the! book of Job has 40 
do with the gist chapter of Proverbs. | It is generally”. 
thought that Lemuel is another name for Solomon, as 
the Hebrews often had more names than one; and the: 
name Lemuel, which signifies God with them, is pure . 

se. 


Hebrew; and therefore Mr. P.'s bold inference i is 


ally thought to have been composed by Moses, during 
hk exile in Media, and there it must stand, unless min 
P. can give us better information. 1 
Our author's objections to the book of Petite, 8. 
very few, and the chief is, page g8, that they; UL 
not. be * MEI e oO! "them, 1 37th for in- 
| ane 
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As to the time of placing the book of Job, it is gener» 
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Stance, was not written till more than four hundred 
years after the time of David.“ I thought such an ob» 
Jection N impertinent, because several of the Psalms 

are ascribed to other authors in the titles, as Asaph, He- 
men, &c. and many of them plainly alluded to times pos- 
terior to David. The reason why they are in the aggregate, 

called the Psalms of David, is the same which makes the 
whole book of Commentaries go by the name of Cæsar, 
because he was the chief composer, both as to the author 
and number. But besides, David is not mentioned in 
_ the Hebrew title, it is simply the Book of Palms, . It 

may be farther necessary to inform the English reader, 
that all those contents set at the head of every Psalm, in 
Italicks, in the English Bible, are prefixed by the tran- 
slators, and are not in the original. OO 
Ibid. The book of Proverbs, like the Psalms, are a 
collection, and that from other authors.” So says our 
_ confident author; but where is the proof? Why, we 
are referred to his observations on the book of Job. 
| This is just like a false witness swearing point-blank to 
a thing, and his only proof of the validity of his oath, 
is, something which swore the day: before, which 
| was equally false. If this was Mr. P.'s method of pro- 
cCoeeding in the French convention, it is no wonder that 
be was lodged in the Luxembourg, and that he was 


% 
#* 


afraid of the guillotine ; for he certainly deserved them. 
7 8 the 25th chapter of Proverbs to the end; no one says 
«they were published in Solomon's time,“ we are ration- 
ally told they were copied from the originals, no doubt in 
the time of Hezekiah, and what reasonable man would 


= Had an objection. to that? or who would attempt to act 
1 » * 2 
Wh 


— 


droll upon them, but an idle buffoon? ; 
Page gg. The book of Ecclesiastes is the solitary 
reflections of a worn-out debauchee, such as Solomon 
Was.“ It was well he did reflect before. it was too 
late; and it would not be amiss if Mr. P. would follow 
his example. As to Solomon's: seven hundred wives, 
1] and three hundred concubines, does Mr. P. find any 
= 78 the Bible commend him for that? Nay, does 
be not find him severely reflected upon for it? Neh. xiii. 
26. Nay, does not the Almighty awfully threaten him, 
Kings xi, 9-14? And does not the sacred historian 
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Page 40. I am . ther disappointed in our author's re- 
marks upon the Song of Solomon. I expected, as it ap- 
pears in his complexion, we should have had several 


very merry Pages, but whether the idea of the puillo- © 
Sickn 


tine, or his ess, had made him less jocose, 1 find he 

is wonderful sparing, en, 

are amoraus aud foolish enough.“ To be ure, if there 

2 any Snag in them, it is too much. But our wise au- 
r 


though he intimates they were, and also a wish, * that 
they had left us the tunes, that we might ring them,” 
Ay, would so wise a man as Mr. P. bing foolis 
It would, be well for Mr. P. and all of 


= 


his creed, to Sus- 


pend their judgment of that sacred song, till they know 
themselves, and the nature of true religion a little bet. 


Ibid. We now pass on to the rophets, and see what 
our author says of the prince of the prophets, as he i: 
well styled. Page 30. Whoever will take the trouble 
reading the book ascribed ti 
the most wild and disorderly compositions ever put to- 

ll of extravagant metaphor, without application, and 
| } 1 did myself 
the honour, in my answer to the first part of the Age 
of Reason, to mention the immortal names of Milton, 
Bacon, Boyle, Locke, and'Newton, and if my judgment 
does not deceive. me, they were as well versed in sei- 


ence as any tribe of deists, either in their day, ot since, 
I believe they read the prophecy of Isaiah with care. 
I make no doubt oftener than once or twice, and 1 can 


not find a tittle of what our author complains of in any. 
of their writings; and observe, they were neither 
nor preachers, If that book is so full of, nay 


Solomon's songs 


net cold us what it is. Nor has he proved 
that they were sung by men-singets and worhe-alngers; 


to Isaiah, will find it one of 


Sy one continued incoherent, bombasfical __ - 


' 


— 


songs ? 


priests 
1 AL | ay, is one | 
continued incoherent, bombastical rant,“ it is a little 
astonishing they could not see it. The eunuch ll de: . 4 


Served mw office of treasurer to queen Candace, tod 


make such a book his chariot companion, if it is such 
6 incoherent bombastical piece of stuff.“ 2 
all the men that lived before Mr, P. mere idiots? What 
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ur L laboured under, till such a 


But let us set to work. Page 41. The first objection 
veral of the prophecies begin and end abruptly, as 
| oab 


; and. it does not appear to me, that Rabshaka 
the . Prophecies, concerning the downfall of Babylon, 
| 204 the other nations, they are quite sufficient; they 


prophet forctells, their danke ia terms sufliciently 
1128 , and to she w the certainty of their accomplishment, 
the prophecies are delivered frequently in the past tense. 
The same observation will justly apply to Cyrus, who was 
to liberate. the Israelites from Babylon. Now all is 
come to pass, so that there is neither audacity nor 
8 riestly ugs in the matter. But it shows à large 
degree ot audacity, and profane 1 to say, page 
41, that the compilers of the Bible picked up some 
Ioose anonymous essays, and put them together under 
the names of such authors as best suited their purpose.“ 
Now What credit is due to any man, that can run 
on N ? A man needs no great depth in sci- 
. ence to forge lies in this manner. I confess I think it 
a letting down of myself, to give it a serious answer; 
and were it not for the sake of many serious, simple, 
well-meaning souls, I would no more spend my time in 


4 


aus wering Paine's wild blasphemous rant, than I would 


4 - 


fight with a chimney-swee er for the wall. 
Had © the compilers. of the Bible picked up loose 


5 * 


anonymous essays, as our author asserts, that would 
have been the most effectual way to have ruined the 
cause Which they undertook to defend, because they 
Were sure to be detected. The Bible has all along had 
men of Mr. P.'s stamp, and of much greater abilities, to 
. watch over it, and sought after it, as Herod sbught after 
the young child to destroy it; and such a bungling 
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| to their country, they would not have failed to detect 


5 2 1 **, 73 3 
forgery could not have escaped. Had it been attempted in 
any period of Christianity, the Jews would have detect- 
ed it, and would have been as glad as Mr. P. could be, to 
have exposed the fraud. And had that happened be- 
fore our Saviour's time, there were always plenty k 
renagado Jews, enemies to their on count Saving 5 1 


E acquainted with the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, and, either to please the different princes, 
in whose dominions they took shelter, or out of revenge 


sue , . ET OT a OD RY 

| Thid, We have now something shockingly impious 
and profane, upon Isaiah vii. 14. Behold, a virgin. 
Shall conceive, and bring forth a son, has been inter- 
preted to mean the person called Jesus Christ, and his 
mother Mary, and has been echoed through Christen- 
dom for more than a thousand years; end such has been 
the rage of this opinion, that scarcely a spot in it but 
has been stained with blood, and marked with desola- _ 
tion.“ 1 mean to shew the misapplication of this 
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ry, Which me call the gospel ; and have ap lied this” 


ful lamentation that it is so: but that is no W 3 
r Cn deft - 
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cf our blessed Lord's incarnation. No, it has been the 
." consequence of men falling from Christianity, and what 
* -our Lord himself has told us should come to pass, and 
His most eminent servant, Paul, whom our elegant au- 
1 thor styles a manufacturer of quibbles.“ And only | 

= 


shes that men can abuse the best things in the worl 
and make them subservient to their lust, avarice, cru- 
_elty, and superstition. Again, Mr. P. in the above 
passage, has the confidence to say, that priests have 
applied this story (viz. a virgin bearing a son) to signi- 

y the person they call Jesus Christ; begotten, they 
Say, by a ghost, whom they call holy;“ that St. Mat- 
thew does apply that son born of the blessed virgin to 
Jesus Christ, we thankfully own; but who are they 
Pho say he was begotten by a ghost? Is not this, Mr. P. 
pProfane blasphemy? We read what was said to the 
_— e virgin with reverence, the Holy. Ghost Shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall over. 
—Shadow thee ; therefore that holy thing that Shall be born of 
"thee, call he called the Son of. God. But this is a very 
different account. to that which Mr, P. gives, or to the 
Filthy ideas which his impure language would raise. 
I shall now attend a little to the passage which our 
author has treated an $0 ere ae ludicrous a man- 
ner. As to the passage before us, the king of Judah, 
and all the royal family, hearing of the invasion of the 
kings of Syria and Israel, were in great consternation, 

_ 80 that their hearts were all in commotion, like the trees 
of the wood in a storm of wind. Upon this the pro- 
pähet is ordered to meet Ahaz, king of Judah, and to 
Bay to him, take heed, and be quiet : fear not, neither 
de faint-hearted for the two tails of these smoking fire- 
brands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of 
the son of Remahah.* He then prophecies the down- 
fall of these two kingdoms, and calls upon Ahaz and 
—_ - 8 to believe it, otherwise they should not be estab- 
Jished. It appears as if Ahaz e brhads were so stupi- 
- Fed, as area to attend to what the prophet said, and 
to rouse them from their consternation, he bids Ahaz ask 

| a sign for certainty ; but the king pretended he would 
not tempt the Lord. In short, he seems to have neithe 
faith in God, or courage left. The prophet, to excitc 
= their attention, speaks, and assures them of a nearer de 
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were slain in the time specified, namel 
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liverance still, behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
gon, and all call his name Immanuel. And he fore this 
child should know how to refuse the evil and chuse the 
good, this land which thou abhorrest shall be forsaken 
of both her kings. The meaning is, fear not; for pow- 
erful as these kings seem to be, which come against 
thee, she, that is now a virgin, shall marry, conceive, 
and bear a child, and before that child shall be capable 
of discerning good from evil, these kings shall be de- 
stroyed, and the land shall be quit af them. It should 
seem from the following chapter, as if the prophet mar- 
ried the virgin, and hence she is called a prophetess; for 
he says, I went into the prophetess, and ade conceived, and 
bare a con; then said the Lord to me, call is name Mahor 


chalal hask baz, that is, hasten to the spoil, fly to the $ 


prey. Here Mr. P. seems to find a contradiction, be- 


cause, taking for granted that the prophetess is the 


same woman that is called a virgin in the preceding 


chapter, and that the son is the same, and because he is 


called Immanuel in one place, and Mahor shalal hash baz - 
in the other, that it is a contradiction ; whereas it is not 
certain that the virgin and the prophetess are the same, 
or that the children are the same; and if they were the 
same, the virgin is said to call the child Immanuel, by 
way of confidence and encouragement, as the name sig- 
nifies, God with us: and the Lord commands the pro- 
phet to give him another name, (no uncommon thing 
among the Hebrews) which was to shew that the riches 
of Damascus, the capital of Syria, and the spoit of Sa- 


maria, the capital of Israel, should be speedily taken 
away. But for all this Ahaz would not trust in God, = 


he was a gross idolator, and had recourse, partly to 
his idols, and partly to the King of Assyria, and there- 
fore that destruction 6 pn mentioned in 2 Chron. 


xxviii. f, 6. But that does not invalidate the prophe- 


cy; for both Pekah, the son of Remaliab, and Rezin, 
| | | before the 
child could discern between good and evil, 2 Kings xv. 


8 9. So that Mr. P. triumphs before a victory. 
Moreover, in the same blessed prophecy, to wit, 'the- | 
virgin bearing a son, is x farther encouragement to the” 
house of David, that God was not unmindful of his 
promise, hut that the great Messiah, the true ag 1 
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dchould spring 


I have thus much h this important 
Prophecy, to shew that e Isaiah is e ; prophet, no 
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npostor, nor is his prophecy a book of 
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: 44. He passes on to N suffering, 

| ful feprover of the sins, 


falschoods,” as 


-  *he hates the Bible,” The suspicion Was wrong 
1 eb him, that he was a traitor in the interest o 


scems to be a character Mr. P. is not ignorant of, and 
How far he is or has been a traitor, and in the interest 
of France, we cannot say; and whether his new masfers 
found him an equivocal character, and so carefully 
housed him in the Luxembourg, we cannot say; we 
Will leave him to e But why was 
' He an equivocal character? One proof is, his meta- 
phor o the potter and the clay;“ but as I can see 
nothing equivocal in it, and Mr, P. does not tell me 
wherein it lies, I must pass on without being a whit 
wiser, The next is, his declaring from the mouth of 
God, © at what time I shall speak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull dawn, 
and destroy it, if that nation, against whom I have pro- 
nounced, turn from their evil, 1 wall repent me of the 
evil that I thought to do to them, Here was a.proviso 
on one side. Ay, and a blessed proyiso it js. Now 
for the other. At what instant I shall speak concern- 
ing a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build, and 


to 


plant it, if it de evil in 
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my sight, that it obey not my. 27 
voice; then Twill repent me of the good wherewith 1 
said 1 would benefit them. Here is a proviso agaings 
the other side. And is it not a very proper proviso? 
Is it not language very becoming the moral Governor 
of the world? Just what is said elsewhere, if ye bo 


willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land. 


But if ye refuse, and rebel, ye shall be devoured with + 
the sword: for the mouth 51 the Lord hath spoken it.“ 
See Deut. xxxii. Ezek xviii, and xxxiii, And is this 
all the proof Mr. P. can give of Jeremiah" being an 
equivocal man? And is this all the proof that he can 
give that his prophecy is like the contradictory ac-- 
counts which are to be found in a bundle of od news- 
papers, page 45. But what are the proofs of his being 
a traitor, and in the interest of Nebuchadnezzar ? All 5 
the proof Mr. P. gives is, first, that he calls Nebu-. 
chadnezzar the servant of God; and, secondly, that the 
captain of the guard seized him, and said, thou fallest 
away to the Chaldeans.“ But Mr. P. reckons to had:. 
another reason for Jeremiab's imprisonment, in the ait: 
chapter, but that is a mistake. Jeremiah was arrested. 
chap. 26, but was liberated again; and was not finally. 
committed, till he was Wedel by the guard as a fugi-- 
tive, and so continued a prisener till the eit y was taken. 
If these be all the reasons that Mr. P. can give of Jer. 
miah's being an equivocal man and a traitor,” then 
peace be to thy;manes; thou prophet of the Lord! Nor- 
is there any contradiction- in the case of his imprison- 
ment, as Mr. P. erroneously asserts. Page 46. These 
two accounts are different, and contradictory:; the one 
ascribes his imprisonment to his attempt te eseape out 
of the city; the other, to his preaching and prophesy- 
ing in the city. Well, and they are beth right, be- 
cause they refer to two different imprisonments. Nor 
does the ggth chapter; or 52nd, shew any disorder in 
the book; for make the Worst of them, and they are 
only repetitions: of the same thing, a circumstanee 
very excusable in writings of so ancient a date. And 
though the circumstances in the 52d chapter have been 
repeated in the Kings and Chronicles, yet they have 
eee of Jeremia... 
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It” ng” ATED: "which Mi Suriches 
upon, in a note, page 47, respecting Saul Pf 18 as 
mentioned 1 Sam. 16 and 17 chapters, may easily be ac- 
counted for several ways. The case is, Saul was troub- 
led with an evil spirit; and his servants hearing that 
David was an excellent musician, sent for him to 725 
and his 5905 "relieved. the king of his 1 
time, an ing highly esteemed him, & The | 
next bz 1 us, the king knew 8 9 of him 
When he engaged Goliah, but enquired whose son he 
Was. New it is clear David ret Wed to his father's 
house, after his pla ing before Sau l, and kept the sheep 
as usual; for his e were enga ed 55 the war, 
and that might be the reason why David returned home. 
Saul Was also in the field of battle, and we may suppose had 
been there for weeks, if not months. Now considering 
Saul's disorder, the hurry and bustle of a court, and the 
| numerous faces seen there, the slight acquaintance a 
__—_ Prince has with his inferior servants, and the anxiety of 
mind he must have been in, at a blustering monster bid. 
Aing defiance to the whole army, who were upon the 
ont of takin; to their heels; the dress in Which 
Bavid appeared, not in a courtly livery, but in his 
| . Shepherd's attire; put these circumstances together, 
and was it any wonder the king should forget him? 
| Moreover, the king's enquiry was not 1 David was, 
but whose son was he verse 53. As the king” had 
promised him great riches, and his Feet wacky he now 
wishes to know his parentage ;-in all this I see nothing 
out of the common road in human life, so as to make 
| ang objection to it. „ 
But we have not done with A DIS} yet. 4 "Our + au- 
_thor accuses. him of lying, and why? Because he did 
not tell the princes all that passed between the king and 
himself, chap, xxxviii, ver, 25. Page 48. Thus this man 
of God, as he is called, cons tell a lie, or strongly pre- 
varicate, when he supposed it would answer his pur- 
pose.“ There is not the least reason to doubt but he 
did request the king not to send him back to the prison 
again, as we see he did, chap. xxxvii. ver 20, and 8 
25, XXZVIlL chap. And what need was there that 
should tell the princes all that passed between the Wing 
* Lud himself, and What busines had 5 to . 
3 1 
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if Elisha was a musician himself, he woul 


| _ above What is written, page $5, Jon Bates, that the pro- 


vided 
„each 
each 


into v | 
party ha its pro 
other of being false 


Phe mi by 
the bye rather confutes Mr. P.'s definition of a , 
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ditches, which was just telling them what eyery coun. = 
tryman might have told them, without either fiddle or 
farce, that the way to get water was to dig for” it.“ 


Wisely said! yea, and witty too! But can we suppese 
that three kings, and their armies, had not men among - 
them who could have directed them to have dug ditch - _ 
es, if Watef could have been obtained in the'ordinary , Þ 
way? Can we imagine that they would have gone to the! | 
prophet for advice, when what ' was transacted by a4 
countryman every day, would have done? But we are 

to remember, Mz: P. hates miracles, as well as Scrip- 

ture. Our candid author next falls foul upon poor Eli. 

cha, respecting his eursing the children at mockeck 
him. For after he has told us, ibid, „that some f 
the prophets were famous for lying, others exceflled 
in cürsing. Elisha, whom T have just mentioned, wass 
chief in this branch of prophesying,“ and then brings 

in the stan erer vo: - Vel likely those were 

the children of deists, and were instructed in the prin- 
ciples of Mr. P. to hate and despise prophets; their 
language and manners seem to argue them as such. 9 
Would not any children, trained up in Mr. P.'s creed,” | 
act just in the same manner? The word, rendered 
urse, is no more than pronouncing a sentence, Which a 
greater than Elisha took care to execute, partly in mar- 
cy to the children, and partly as a warning to others. 
Mr. P. intimates, there is no credit to be given to thestory; | 
If so, his abusive drollery upon the prophet, is ridicu- 
lous folly, as silly as his tale of the dragon of Wantley. 
Page 53. Mr. P. confidently repeats What he has not 
proved, that all the books 69 the Old Testament were 
£- rritten after the captivity, * at least,“ says he, “ it is 
er proveable from the books themselves, as 1 have $hewny _ 2 
2 {What they were not written till after the commencement ok 
o- he Jewish monarchy.” I think Thave made it appear no 
by uch thing “is proveable from the books themselves.“ 
bt: The Jews all along had so many sharp-sighted enemies, 
yea, and some apostates from among themselves, that had 
ad ny such impostures been invented, it Wéuld have been 
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156 natter of high triumph te have expobed them. 


. Our author seems to have little to say respect! g the 5 


ef Nrophecles of Ezekiel and Daniel, which T rather den: 
ol er at; yet he has found out 2 ne expOsftibh te thee | 
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| - Prophecies. Page 34. It is reasonable to suppose, the 
Aa accounts of eee visions eee books 
are filled, are no other than a disguised mode of corres- 
pondence, to facilitate those objects: it served them as 
-a cipher, or secret 1 The hieroglyphical de. 

| N $447 with which those books abound, were un- 

] doubtedly a disguised way of concealing the historical 
events therein described, from the then reigning powers. 
The king of Babylon, the hammer of the whole earth, 

as he is called, Jer. I. 2g. would never have endured 
the hearing of the destruction of his family and kingdom 

in so short a time; although Daniel spoke very plainly 

to him even respecting that, Dan. ii. 

Ibid. Scarcely any thing can be more absurd, than 
to suppose that men, situated as Ezekiel and Daniel 
were, should find nothing to do, but that of employing 
their time and their thoughts about what was to happen to 
other nations a thousand or two thousand years after they 
should be dead; at the same time, nothing more natural 
than that they should meditate their on deliverance; and 
this is the to object of all the obscure and apparently 
| frantic writing contained in those books.“ Prompt 
enough! However, Sir Isaac Newton was of another 
mind. See his Considerations on the book of Daniel, 
and he was no priest nor prophet; and the werld will 
think that he was not quite an idiot; yea, he had as 
much acquaintance with science as our wonderful au- 
| thor, As to their mediating the recovery of Jerusa- 
lem, and their on deliverance, that was vain. They 
| Knew the captivity was for seventy years, Jer. xxv. 11, 
Dan. ix. 2. and ch it would be in vain to seek for 
deliverance sooner, but at the end of that period, God 
would bring it about in His own way. And let Mr, P. 
zneer on, we see the wisdom of God in giving his ser- 
vants such a glorious foresight into such a regular series 
of great events, all in proper order, not only for two 
thousand years, but to a much longer period, till the 
Cod of heaven shall set up a kingdom that. shall. never be 
| destroyed hut shall break in pieces and consume all thes: 


b 32 even the convention in France, and it 
| Shall. stand for ever, Dan. ii. 44. That is the kingdom 
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olation of Egypt, and of a part of it, he says, no: foot 
man Shall pass through it, . Foot of: leans oh IX 


all the books which 1 Tarte revie are. But why 
reason ready; I will help him to one, namely: he cannot. 


his successors, he will find the ancient inhabitants driv- 


the Bible, the Word of God will be foun 


while 
he is found to be a liar. I thought Mr. P. „A d 


pl hets, he is determined to have another stroke at him. 


nature in Mr. P. to say any more about it. But we 
must never forget what Mr. P. has often told, he 


furious attack upon poor Jonah, hence he gives us the 
history as is recorded in the first chapter, informing us 


3 wo Samuel; and that they were Horshippers of 
e cruelty of Moses, in the case of the Mi 


hardened murderer, and hence Samuel said to Agag, as 


But how does 1. P. * that those mariners were 


W them to be.“ 


ere 


— 


ers unreasonable, where the prophet speaking of the Fe 


through tt 5 neither Shall it be inhabited for fore! Years, 1 
65 This never came to pass, and eee g is false, as 


does not Mr. P. prove that it is false? If he has nota on 
If any one will read Alexander's conquest of Egypt, and 


en out, and dispersed, as the prophet speaks, verses 8 — 
135 and after a desolating We and even during zuch a 
destructive period, a country is generally in a state of 

desolation. S0 that with all Nr, Pe's 9 ignity; against 


„how much more merciful: these heathens were, than 
Supreme Being, and therefore not idolators,*! Fase ; 
= :- 


— 1150 — een considered; and the case of Sam. i 
uel, was otily executing à just sentence upon an om  ._ 


thy sword hath made women childless, 50 hall thy mot her 
be childless among women, 1 Sam. 15th cha 1 nl 
been a cruel, wanton shedder of human rr his life _ 
had long been forfeited. Mr. P.'s hatred to prophsts, 
makes him for et his hatred to kings in that plage. 


charged his spleen against the story of Jonah, in pre vj 4 
first part of —_— of: Reason; but as he bats ro- 


ut he premises that it has been written as a fable, to 
expose the nonsense, and satirize the vicious and malig- 2h 


nant character of a Bible prophet, or predicting net.” 
Ibid, Were that the case, it is great denen or il . 


hates the Bible, and therefore is resolved to make a : 3 


MY 


J 88 1 Aid the | present 
Whether the Jews represented them as N or no, 
they assurealy were Such, chap. i. Ver. 5. then the mari. 
mers were afraid, and cried every man io his Gad. Does 
not this een that they were idolators? Had it been said, 


that the every man 10 Cod, something might be 
said in; el Faxour, but.cvery nan td god, argues there 
Were more zods than one Worshipped among them. 


But, their [prayers sheuinthat they .worshipped. one 
e Being. ne they. Aud er after Jonah had 
eached him to them, as — did, ver. g, and vexy like. 
 lyithey;awere/conyerted. to the true God, for it is said, 
ver. A 50th men feared the Lord exceedingly, und gfferct 
nu naxiſice, and madeuomwss-11G i nen e onah 
into the belly of the fsh, and remarks - upon. his prayer, 
«that he finds it is taken gut of the Psalms, of course 

| . Esalms Were written prior to the time of Jo- 
nah, for Jonah is generally supposed to haye lived in 
the time of Joash, the father of Jeroboam, the 2d. king 
of Israel, and yet Mr. P. assures us several, times, that 
che believes N the. Old Testament as com aged: after 
the Babylonish captivity. Can he reconcile Ain: 
Consistency? As to the conduct of epo in We 0 
Tarshish, and his being angry because the city of Nine- 
veh was nat destroyed, &c. are not these circumstances 
recorded as blemishes in his character? Does any one, 


HH 


ceeither in the Old or New Testament, attempt to vin- 


dicate him It shews the veracity of the sacred Writ- 
ers, in not concealing the foibles and faults in their best 
characters. Had the book of Jonah been intended as 2 
©, satirezagainst Bible prophets,” as our author, foolishly 
supposes, page 57, it Would never haye been inserted 
among the books, in the Bible, Such a conduct would 
make them as ridiculous as Mr. P. labours to make 

them. As to the chapter he speaks of, page 67. made 
by Benjamin Franklin, for the Bible, r. 
ham and the stranger;“ 1 Kno nothing; of it; I never 


- Saw:it ; but as Mr. P. has so pointed a dislike to the 


Bible and: Bible-makers,. 1 wonder that Be will dishon- 


our his warmed, ende eee range. Wine mon ot 
makers 1, 45% e Þ dT I 
bid. Our champion ae 0 FAS felled e ever tree 
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root again; for as to what are called the lesser prophetb, 
they are but as the bramble of the wood, and it appears 
beneath him to lift his ax at them. I have now,“ 
says he, * gone through the Bible, as a man would * 
go through a wood, with an ax on his shoulder, and fell 
trees. Here they lie!” glorious Don Quixote! and 
the priests, if they can, may replant them; they may, 
perhaps, stick them in the ground, but they will never 
make them grow. It seems Mr. P. is doing what he 
never intended, verifying the truth of prophecy, For 
we read of a man being famous, as he couli lift up his ar 
against the thick trees, Ps. Ixxiv. 5. It is true, Mr. „ 
has struck at those trees of righteousness, with n Bis 
might, but he has not felled one of them, much less has 
he rooted them up, they will all stand when our feller 
and his ax are gone to the due. | 
It is most likely that Ezra might collect the books of 
the Old Testament together after the captivity, and as 
he was personally acquainted with Daniel, no doubt but 
he would receive instruction from him, and in his ar- 
rangement of the historical parts, it would have been 
ridiculous to have called places and cities by such names 
as were totally forgotten, as it would be for an English 
historian to call London or York by their ancient Brit- 
ish names. The prophecies and their accomplishment 
so exactly correspond, that our author is either ignorant ' 
of that correspondence, or it baffles him, so that it ap- 
pears so large a tree, he dares not lift his ax against it. 
As for the cruelty which he complains of, I think I 
have said what will satisfy every reasonable man. The 
Almighty, the moral governor of the world, had'borne 
with those nations till the measure of their iniquity was 
filled up; the land was defiled with blood, every thing 
that was abominable was practised in its full extent; K 
there was no hope of repentance, and they were become 
like a corrupt member, and there remained no remedy, 
but that of amputation ; and the great Lord of the uni- 
verse had a right to chuse the method of execution, and 
the-eneptwenany 8 
v I shall now pursue our author “with his ax on his 
shoulder,“ breaking down the thick trees in the New 
Testament. Here I must remind my reader, what Mr. 
P. says of our Saviour in the first part of his Age on. It 
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not lose sight of this. J%%ͤ;ͤ⅛ 
Hle begins his career with affirming, that our bless- 
ed Lord came into the world, by the ordinary way of 
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Reason, pages 5th and 5th; namely, he was a virtuous 


and amiable man. The morality that he preached and 
Fed was of the most benevolent kind; yea, that 
he preached the most excellent morality.” We must 


genrieration, page 39. The story, taking it as it is told, 
is blasphemously obscene. It gives an account of a 
young woman, engaged to be married to a man, and, 


While under this engagement, she is, to speak in plain 


language, debauched by a ghost, under the impious pre- 


;tence that the Holy Ghost * shall come upon thee, and 


the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee, 
NotwFithstanding which, Joseph afterwards marries her, 


and turns rival to the ghost. Now I will appeal to 
every sensible decent man, if this is not a master- piece 
of obscenity and blasphemy. What sort of ideas must 


our author have been in possession of, while the above 


Compound of filthiness was brooding in his corrupt im- 


 agination? Is this the man that avers our Lord lived 


and taught the purest morality? Did not our Lord 


Say, gn ee eee. ? Does not Mr. P. con- 
tradict this in the above filthy and blas phemous pas- 


age? It is no wonder that all the old rakes, and cor- 
Fupt debauchees, are 86. fond of Mr. P.'s productions, 


80 suitable to their vicious and filthy mode of living. 
Mr. P. invents the obscenity in his own impure brain, 


and then endeavours to bespatter the oracles of God 


with the filth which he has invented. Just like one 


of his drunken disciples, who spues upon his decent 


neighbour, and then ridicules him for the loathsome 


vomit he has defiled him with. Hence all he says here 


respecting Jupiter and Leda, &c. has nothing to do with 
the spotless virgin and her adorable Son. As Mr. P. 
feclares our Lord taught the purest morality, let him 


and 


24 T6 is s pity that the Hebrew word _—_ and the Greek writ are 


not rendered always breath, as they are Ezekiel xxxvii. 66. and John 


iii. 8. being the identical words used throughout the Scriptures, for 
the wind or air that blows, and the third person in the adorable Trin- 


ity. The Holy Breath, instead of ghost, or spirit, is a more natural 


Phemies as those of Mr. P. 


idea, and would prevent disputes, and zuch railing and indecent blas- 
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and his admirers read what he says, Matt. ii. 35 32, 


and i let them take heed they Fall not into that condem- 
% AAA | „ ee ont 

Page 60. We are now told of contradictions and 
falsehoods repeatedly between Matthew and Luke, re- 


blessed Lord; but when the reader is told, that one is 
seeming contradiction and falsehood vanishes into air. 
But it may be objected one calls Joseph's father, Ja- 
cob, and the other calls him Heli.“ Heli was ede 


nominated by the Jews; but Jacob was the name of his 


our blessed Lord, as man, was his true heir, All the 

. calculations that Mr. P. has been at the pains of mak- 

t ing, to $chew when a man may be supposed to be a fa- 

q ther, is a stream of the same impure fountain, ajumble of 
bis own corrupt imagination, and his manufactured infer- 
3 Wl ences from thence, page 62, fall to the ground. Ibid. 
J He seems to doubt the authenticity of those books, and 
\. if they are fabulous, I repeat it again, he might as well. 
v1 blame Robinson Crusoe's men-eaters, in his island of 
r. despair. However, genuine or fictitious, he is deter- 
5 mined to lift his ax against them. Page 6g. Because 


g. all the evangelists do not relate the same things. The 


n, Silence of one book upon matters related in another,“ | 


\d is no more than what daily occurs. Is it not the case 
ne Nvvith our English historians? Do not Smollet and Hume 
at relate different circumstances ? and does not Kimber 
ne omit things related by those authors, and relate oth- 


p. world, that either there were none such men, or that 


serted what another omitted.“ Therefore it is ve 


— * 


Luke say concerning that matter. 


for Page 63. Were any girl that is now with child to 
rin- ay, and even to swear it, that she was gotten with child 
— dy a ghost, and that an angel told her so, would she be 


2 


the genealogy of Joseph, and the other of Mary, the 


father by marrying his daughter, and constantly so de- 


own father. Both the genealogies shew, that both Jo- 
seph and Mary lineally descended from David, and that 


believed? 


specting the genealogies they present us with of our 


5 er things omitted by them both; a dashing Mr. P. 
th may arise some time hence, and confidently tell the 


* 


they were a set of . juggling impostors, because one in- 


reasonable to believe, that an angel related to Joseph in ; : | 
a dream, and Mary when awake, what Matthew and 
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believed?” She would not. But would any writer, 
except our author, make such a supposition? Or did 
the blessed virgin ever say, that she was gotten with 
cChild by a ghost ? Or where is it written, except in 
Mr. P.'s impure brain, or in his Age of Reason? Nor 
are we sure that she was alone when the angel declared 
the Holy Breath shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest Shall overs hadow thee. Nor is there the smallest 
indelicacy in the whole account, either in Matthew or 
Luke, If a man will form filthy ideas, he may almost 
from any circumstance in human life; but in such cases, 

evil be to him that thinketh evil“. 
Page 6g. Our author's next objection is, against the 
destruction of the children in and about Bethlehem; 
and his reasons are, because the other evangelists do 
not mention it, and because John the Baptist was not 
slain, and therefore the stery circumstantially belies it- 
self.“ Was there ever such a conclusion drawn from 
such premises? The reason why John was not slain 
was, he was at too great a distance, namely, at his fa- 
ther's house in the hilly country of Judea, and there- 

fore at a Sufficient distance from Bethlehem, . © 
Page 64, The next objection is taken from © the va- 
rious inscriptions on the cross.“ None of the inscrip- 
tions contradict the other; the terms, King of the Fews, 

are found in each evangelist, and that was sufficient. 
bid. The time assigned for the crucifixion is another 
objection. Mark says it was the third hour, and John 
says it was the sixth.“ The Jews divided the day into 
four parts, called the third, sixth, ninth, and twelfth 
hours; and any circumstance which happened between 
might be assigned to either of the next, and it was 
at the option of the author which to mention; and it 
appears the crucifixion was between the third and the 
sixth hour, that is, between nine and twelve o'clock, 
perhaps near the latter; so one evangelist takes one 
period, and the other takes the other period, which they 
were perfectly at liberty to do, according to the custom 
Wenn, ⅛ d! ape IO 
Ilbid. The prodigies which happened at the crucifix. 
ion are objected to, for no other reason, but because all 
the evangelists do not mention all of them; and * sev- 
eral of them omit the renting of the veil of the pe 
2 38 e k 
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men. It is generally allowed that Matthew, Who is 


0 


3 d 


che earthquakes, the rocks, the graves, and the dead 


the most explicit, wrote to the Jews; and had not the 
prodigies been true, he would have been detected, ad 
the forgery exposed. In such a case the silence of a ma- 
licious enemy is a confirmation. However, three of the 

evangelists* mention the darkness, and so do several hea- 


then, though some of them attributed it to an eclipse 


the sun, which was impossible, because it was at the full 
of the moon. Phlegon says, in the 14th book of his 
Chronicles, that in the 4th year of the 202d olympiad, 


which was the very year in which our Lord was cruci- 


fied, there was the greatest eclipse of the sun that had 


ever been seen before, insomuch that at noon- day the stars 
were seen inthe sky. Thalles, a Greek historian, in his 
third book,; speaks of the darkness, which accompanied 


our Saviour's death. Tertullian, and other apologists, ap- 


peéal to the Roman archives, where the account that PI- 


late sent to Tiberius, of the prodigies which happenet - 


at our Lord's passion, was deposited, for the trath'o6f_ 


the darkness. 1 As to the profane drollery of our au- 
thor, concerning the saints who rose from the dead with 


our Lord, page 65, whether they were he saints, or 


she saints; Whether they came aut naked, or all in 
buff; or whether they came out in full dress, and where 


they got their dresses ? &c. &c.“ they are enquiries 


which may suit a drunken club; or the ideas of him- 
self; but they are too low, too vulgar, and indecent 


to merit any attention, and therefore I shall leave ur 


delicate critic, and his brotherhood; in full possession 


of them. Stuff of that kind is a disgrace to either writ-/ 
er or printer, or to human nature in general. 


Page 66. Strange, indeed, that an army of saints 
Should return to life, and nobody know who they were, 
nor who it was that saw u them.“ How does Mr. P. 
know that nobody knew them, nor who it was that 


saw them?” I have no doubt but they were sufficient- 


ly known at the time, and the witnesses credible, But 
what if both had been recorded, what effect would that 
have upon Mr. P.? His objection would then have 


| been the same, as he makes in the first part bf his Ap * 
of Reason, page 61 Th c 


Thomas would not believe the 
| D nn / 
Matt. xxvii. 45. Mark xv. 33. Luke xxiii. 4 + Orig. 
con Cel, lib. a. T Afra Chronol. 1 Apolog 85 4 | 
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resurrection, without having ocular and manual demon. 

stration himself. So neither will I.“ 80 that if we 
had been informed who the saints were that rose, 
and who saw them, we should not have been a whit 
nearer, unless Mr. P. had both seen and touched them. 
He will not forget that our Lord taught the purest mo- 
rality, and he says, if they believe nat Moses and the pro- 
Phe, * will they be persuaded. e 


ö —: ß, //, . 
Ibid. The book of Matthew states, that when Christ 
was put into the sepulchre, the Jews applied to Pilate 
for a watch. But the other books say nothing about 
this Wee nor about the sealing, nor the guard, 
nor the watch, and, according to their accounts, there 
were none.“ Is not this assertion very curious? The 
other books say nothing about the sealing, watch, or 
guard, and, according to their account, there were 
none.“ First, they say nothing about it,“ and in the 
same sentence he tells us, according to their account, 
there were none.“ Much like what he says in his first 
part, respecting such as voted which books should be 
called canonical; but owns nobody knew who the voters 
were. Is not this a wonderful evidence against the evan- 
gelist? Which of them says, there were no sealing, 
or guard till we are shewn the place, we must set 
down this another falsehood. Nor do I see any incon- 
sistency in the case of the different women, seeing sev- 
eral of them might set out and come to the sepulchre at 
different times. Mary Magdelene might come alone, 
or she might not. But in this instance we see how, 
and in what manner our delicate author employs his 
ideas. They all, that is, the disciples, appear to 
have known most about Mary Magdelene; she was a 
Woman of large acquaintance, and it was not an ill con- 
jecture, that she might be upon the stroll,“ page 67. 
Are not the thoughts of our author immaculate? +. 
Ibid. The different attitudes of the angels carry no 
contradiction or inconsistency, for they might vary 
their posture. Nor do I see any inconsistency in both 
the angel and Christ telling Mary of the resurrection; for 
the anxiety of mind the en re were in, and the earth- 
quake which happened, might confuse them, and it ap- 
_ pears from Matt, xxviii. 8. that the rest departed as soon 
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hearing what had been said to the rest, and hete it was 
that Jesus manifested himself to her. Whoever exam- 
ines Mr. P.'s pamphlets closely, will find greater con- 


tradictions, and consequently he merits more 1 


« the cropping of his ears,“ than those women did. 
Page 68. St. Matthew relates the cixcumstance of the 
soldiers being bribed to say that the disciples stole the 
body of Christ whilst they slept. As the other evangel- 
ists say nothing of it, Mr. P. makes that an argument 
against it. I have answered that frivolous objection 


— 


repeatedly': as also the objection which he makes to the : f 


antiquity of those writings, because the term until this 
day sometimes is used, and that we must suppose a 
lapse of some generations at least, for this manner of 
speaking carries back the mind to ancient time.“ We 
need * suppose no such thing. I have already ob- 
served, if any one is speak ing of Mr. P. and his Rights 
of Man, it may be said, he fled from justice into Erance, 
where he continues ta this day, is no impropriety of 
speech, unless he is removed from thence. 
as the tale of the soldiers is, I have no doubt of its being 
told, and such a corrupt judge as Pilate conniving at, 
me if. he was well bribed; and though it is-only 
related by Matthew, I am sure he is a better witness 
for it, than Mr. P. can be against it, seeing he has no 
other proof than his own objection. Nor is there any 
contradiction in the relations of Matthew and John, 
seeing they relate two different circumstances, which 
happened at two different times. Matthew says, then 
the eleven disciples went away into Galilee ; but he does 
not say that t er into Galilee the same day; it 
might be several | as 
+ pointed, xx. 19. Then the game day, at evening, 
eing the  first day of the week, when the doors were hut, 
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the 1 came 
Jesus, and stood in the midst of them. Mr. P. objects, 
page 69, according to Matthew, the eleven were 
marching into Galilee, to meet Jesus in à mountain, by 
his own appointment, at the very time when, according 
to John, they were assembled at another place.“ No, 
not at the very time,” it might be several m_ after. 


A 
— 


- ” 


as the angel had delivered the message; but [that;Mary FF 
still 5 at the sepulchre, John xx. 12, perhaps ne 


days after, as I apprehend it was,. 
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22 Matthew says, the: disciples went into a mountain 
Ain Galilee, he. does not say what day it was. The place 
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jes, 
was no doubt in Jerusalem, but that does not contradict 
either Matthew or Luke; nor was Luke one of the eley. 
en, though Mr. P. says he was. Ibid; Nor does the above 
contradict the account given by Luke of the two disci. 
ples going to Emmaus, but rather confirms it; for upon 
their return to Jerusalem, they found the eleven gath. 
cred, and others with them, as John relates, xx. 19. 


The journey into Galilee was most probable when our þ 


Lord appeared to five hundred, which, as I have said, 
was undoubtedly several days after the resurrection, 
Page 50. As to the account of Christ being seen by 
more than five hundred at once, it is Paul only who 
says it, and not the five hundred who say it for them- 
selves.“ And what of that ? When Paul wrote, many 
of the ſive hundred were living, and could easily have 
contradicted him, if it had not been true. As to the 
ascension, we have had that before in the first part of 
his Age of Reason, and it is needless to repeat it here. 
If the resurrection is · proved, the ascension will follow 
of course, and our author's objections are of a- piece 
. with the former, the paucity of witnesses. If that is an 
objection, then may the greatest part of Mr. P.'s two 
books, called the Age of Reason, be objected, in which 
we find him not only asserting bare faced falsehoods, but 
confidently contradicting the Oracles of God, without 

offering any thing like proof of what he asserts. 
Page 71. The book of Mark says, that Christ ap- 
peared to the eleven as they sat at meat, and states the 
conversation that, he says, passed at that meeting. But 
the writer of Luke says, that the ascension was from 
Bethany.“ Well, and both might be true. Euke says, 
he led them out as far as Bethany; and where is the con- 
tradiction ? The drollery about Mahomet, &c. is not 
worthy of any answer. The space of time from the 
crucifixion to the ascension, is said to be forty days, 
Acts i. g, during which time, he shewed himself to 
many and sufficient witnesses; as I have said in my an. 
swer to the first part, none doubted of his crucifixion 
and if he did: not rise from the dead, he must have re 
8 | bat! 


mained in the sepulchre; for as he had: repeatedly toll 


—___ ac HS co AX © aa —A&<+ Aw aXA2@acc 4+n i ee oo 


— 


. %% a f ö * 
both friends and foes, that he would rise the third day, 
it is reasonable to believe that they Would wateh and 
guard the sepulchre, and if he did not rise, Why did 
they not expose the body in the most public manner, as 
Henry the ith did the body of Richard the gd, and that 
of Perkin Warbeck? that would have defeated all fraud 
and imposture Whatever. Therefore all the glaring 
absurdities, contradictions, and falsehoods, which our 
author complains of in a long paragraph, are only of his 
own making; and the whole plan of redemption, illus- 
trates and reconciles all the divine attributes in the 
Deity in the completest manner, For, as a sensible 
writer observes, deism treats the Almighty as a painter 
would the person whose portrait -he was taking, should 
he take off only part of his features. As to What our 
author rests his hopes of happiness on hereafter, is a 
matter which he must look to for himself; I am deter- 
mined to know nothing, trust in nothing, save Christ 
and him crucified, That is a doctrine which has saved 
millions from their sins, but I never knew an instance 
yet of deism, as stated by Mr. P. saving one sinner from 
the error of his way. As the whole of pages 72, 73, 
are mere rodomontadery and tiresome repetitions of 
what has been said, and I have answered, it would be 
loss of time, and waste of paper, to take any notice of 
them, seeing they are only . to set a drunken 
circle a laughing and blaspheming. But what he as- 
serts with so much ignorance and confidence, page 74, 
„there was no such book as the New Testament tilt 
more than three hundred years after Christ is said to have 


aP. lived. I deny, and let Mr. P. and all his fraternity 
the prove it if they can. Had those books been invented 
Sut at the time our author avers, that is, three hundred and 
on fifty years after Christ, they would have found enemies 
YI sharp-sighted enough to have detected them. Besides, 
oui what end could they have answered? Every thing in 
no chose books describes a Christianity that was to suffer 
the all kinds of hardships, labour, toil, imprisonment, and 
* death, Matt. v. 10, 11. chap. xvi, ver. 24, 25. John xvi. 


33. 2 Tim, iii. 12. Now all this and much more which 
might be quoted, was in direct opposition to the time 
our author has given for a data. What was called 
Christianity then, was in a sad state of degeneracy; 2 


% 
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46 
had those writings been fabricated then, they would 
have defeated their own end. It was then, What 
was called the church, began to form the image of the 
beast, in the power and pomp of revenue, and to affect a 
arade of titles and grandeur, utterly repugnant to his 
life and manners, whose kingdom was not, nor is yet, of 
this world. Had a set of writings been forged, to have 
supported What was then called the church, which was 
rast sliding into a worldly, kingdom, they must have 
been quite in a different style, much like Mahomet's 
Koran, conforming to all the worldly pomp, and the 
the terror which very soon attended all the dogmas 
which those in power issued out. Now what has the 
New Testament to do with that ? Does it not disclaim 
having any connexion with such a procedure, and marks 
Ut on as the æra of antichrist, the church in her apos- 
Page 75. Mr. P. has the confidence again to assure us, 
that ** they decided by vote what should be the Word of 
| God,” They!“ who? who decided it by vote? No- 
body. Nobody answers to the charge, nor: has our au- 
thor brought us one proof, either good or bad. I refer 
my reader to my answer to the former part, page 14. 
Our author has picked up a set of tales from Boulan- 
er, one of his own stamp, and from him quotes a passage 
from Faustus, a Manichean, who treated revealed Chris- 
tianity as he himself does, and who was sufficiently an- 
swered by Austin. To bring in an evidence of that 
sort, Which had been confuted and put to silence, and 
which happened twelve hundred years ago, is just like 
calling in my fellow to prove that I am no thief. As to 
the different sects mentioned, page 76, in the note, that 
is nothing to the purpose. Europe has abounded with 
such as were called Christians, branched out into dif- 
ferent names and - notions, which are nothing to real 
Christianity. Christianity, like sterling coin, will. bear 
| trying, and like the good tree, will bring good fruits, 
both in sentiments and tempers, in principles, and in. 
Sound practice, I repeat it again, Christianity, from 
its first commencement, has ay so many sharp-sighted 
enemies, that such forgeries as our author contends for, 
must have been infallibly detected, and their cause cf 
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ment, have existed this day. | „ 
Page 77. Mary Magdalene, the book of Mark tells 


| devils.” Where does the book of Mark tell our author 
| so? Is not our author acting the pickled-herring again ? 
| Is not such language the style of the coffee-house rake, - 


or rather the gentry of Billingsgate? Mark says, u. 
when Jesus was visen, early the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast 
seven devils, © This as a plain simple declaration, let Mr. 
P; woo! ee it; but here is not a word of her being 
brought-to-bed of devils, ccc. 


Eve and the 8 that we have it brought forward 
. again, and as it h 


here let it pass. e e 1 


f Ibid. Our author objects to the time assigned for Jo- 
. 


nah in the belly of the fish, and our Lord in the grave, 


“ But it happens aukwardly enough that Christ, ac- 
u- cording to their own account, was but two nights and 
er one day in the grave; that is, the Friday night, the Sat- 
: urday, and the Saturday night, for he was up on the 


which the Jews were accustomed to reckon their time, 


nr that is, two whole nights and a part of three days, were 
iat accounted three days and nights. Hence the two dis- 
nd ciples going to Emaus, said, to-day ts the third day since 
ke Wl these things were done, Luke xxiv. 21. So that we see 
to it was exactly conformable to their manner of reckoning 
hat I the time, in that it was the day in which he had prom- 
ith ised to rise. Such pitiful objections are beneath a'man 
lif- WW of sense, and shew that a writer knows not what he 
real ¶ avould be at ; like petulant intruders into company, 
dar who are catching at every word, just to shew that the 
its, WW have impudence and ill- nature enough to constitute 
än 6% (((( 
= Page 59. Our author proceeds to try his talent at tor- 
16 * Wturing the epistles. But previous to this, he must have 
*OT» Na stroke at poor Paul, as he appears to be an object of 
nf his highest indignation, ' His being struck down in his 
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ined, nor would either Christianity, or the New Testa- 


us, had brought up, or been brought to bed of seven | 


Page 78. Mr. P. is $0 pleased with his conceit of 8 


as been remarked on before, we will 
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Sunday morning, by sun- rise, or before.” The reckon- 
8e ing of time is exactly conformable to the manner in 
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journey to Damascus, is attributed to a common flash of 
))) C lightening, 
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lighining, of course, no more chan a common accident, 


and 1 know not whether Mr. P. even believes that; 
| for, he says his companions that were with him ap. 

. * Pear not to have suffered in the same manner, for they 
Were well enough to lead him the remainder of the 
journey; neither do they pretend to have seen any 
vision.“ I apprehend: they saw as much as the apostle 
did, they saw no man, it is said, Acts ix. J, but they 
saw the light, and were afraid; yea, they heard u voice, 
but knew not what was said, and stood speechless. Light- 
ening is not above the brightness of the sun, which 
that light was; and the glare of lightning is generally 
over in a moment, but this appears to. have continued 
mrs Exe time, which is implied in the phrase, shining 
round about me. Lightning produces no articulate 
voice; but this light produced a voice, which they who 
journeyed with our apostle heard, and which he under. 
stood. Moreover, let any one consider the amazing 
e which was wrought; a young man, in commis- 

sion, in high favour with the rulers of his nation, educat- 
ed under one of their renowned doctors, critically vers. 
ed with the laws and custom of his nation, and bid fair 
to fill up some of the most eminent offices thereof 
his Character, -as our author expresses himself, had 4 
great deal 1 in it, and that violence was partic- 
ularly leve] ed against. the poor Christians whom he 
ra and whom he had persecuted to the utmost of 
his power, as deeming them infidels of the worst kind, 
and as such thought he was doing God service. Now 
the whole frame and temper of this man is so changed, 
that he immediately preaches the faith which he once 
destroyed, and did not run away to a French conven- 


tion, where he expected to be received with honour 


and applause, and perhaps profit too; no, he directly 
gives up all hope of worldly gain, or ease and honour, 
and exposes himself to a life of labour, pain, persecu- 
tion, distresses, and shame; and finishes the whole, like 
his Lord, in a shameful and painful death. I think 
there must be something more than a flash of lightening 
to accomplish such a change as was in the apostle Paul. 
_ ibid. Our author's idea of the resurrection, is much 

like his other notions of religion, in that he seems to 
ee body.will e ramad in no better state on 
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What it. is at present, and blames Christianity ſor What 


it never was guilty, of. Jo believe, therefore, in im- 
mortality,“ (Says he) I must have a more elevated idea 


than is contained in the gloomy doctrine of the resur- | 


rection. Besides, as matter of choice, as well as hope, 
I had rather have a better body, and more convenient 
form than at present.“ The present form, with all its 
inconveniencies, is well adapted to answer the purposes 
of human life; and in that respect, to find fault with it, 
is to find fault with its Creator. But wherein is the 


doctrine of the resurrection, as laid down in the New 


Testament, **. gloomy ?” Death is gloomy, sure enough; 
but the resurrection unto life eternal abundantly com- 
pensates, and mitigates the horror of corruption, Even 
what our author calls St. Paul's jargon, in the 15th of 1 
Cor. has some animating strokes, in which it is plain to 
me that his doctrine of the resurrection is far from be- 


ing either jargon or 2 Perhaps he has some of 
A | 


the finest contrasts that are to be met with in human 
language. Speaking of the body in its present state, 


and contrasting it with its future, says he, It is soon in 


corruption, it is raised in incorruption; it is sown in 
dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is soon in weakness, 
it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is 


raised a spiritual body. For this corrupt ible must put 
on incorrupt ion, and this mortal must put on immortal. 


ity 3,50 When this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortal- 


ity, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 


written, death is swallowed up in victory.“ Now what 
is there that is gloomy in this? Does not this doctrine 
secure us from dying again? Do not the words in- 
corrupt ihle, incorruption, immortality; imply that death 
with: all its mortifying circumstances is finally done 
away. To the same purpose, and with equal sublimity 
Speaks gur apostle, Phil. iii. 20, 21. For our conver- 


Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 


ui. 4. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also app en de 
Thess, iv. 16, 17, 18, ** for the Lord himself shall de- 
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sation is in heaven, from whence also we 5 look: for: the 5 
body, according to the working whereby he is able even 
to subdue all things unto himself. And again, Col. 
pear with him in glory.“ Again a 


scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
8 „ 155 archangel, 
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de: but we know, that when 
de like him; for we shall see him as he is.“ But it 


5 


3 


archangel, and wilh the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive, and re- 
main, shall be caught up together with them in the 


clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord.“ And the apostle is so far 
from thinking that this is a gloomy doctrine, that he 


adds, Wherefore comfort one another with these 


words.“ The apostle John confirms the same animat- 
Ang truth, N iii. 2. Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not ” appear what we shall 

He shall appear, we hall 


must be remembered, all this is said of the resurrection 
of the just; for such as are found enemies to the Lord who 
bought them, will find the resurrection gloomy enough, 
and dreadful in the extreme, and our blessed Lord puts the 
matter in awful opposition, and our author believes he 


taught pure doctrine. The hour is coming, in which 


all that are in graves shall hear his voice; (the voice of 


Christ) and-shall come forth; they that have done good, 


unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation, John v. 28, 29. 
I do not quote so much Scripture, because I suppose 


dur author is to be convinced by it, for 1 do not appre - 
hend that he believes a word of the matter; but I quote 


it to shew, that the doctrine of the resurrection, as de- 


livered in that book, which our author has the confi.- 


dence to ridicule so much, is not gloomy to such as love 
the appearing of Christ; and moreover, though Mr. P. 
and his brotherhood may not believe the oracles of God, 


I am writing in the behalf of such as do believe those 


sacred records, and bless God for them. Mr. P. pre- 


tends to believe in some sort the resurrection, and 


his own fancy, pages 80, 81. But he has a mortal an- 
tipathy against poor Paul, and is determined to meta- 


therefore I shall leave him in eee of the play of 


morphose him into a mere idiot. 5 


, er 4H 
Page 82. All flesh is not the same flesh. There is 


one flesh of men, another of fishes, and another of birds. 


And what of that? Nothing. A cook might have said 


as much.” She might; but not in our apostle's sense. 


In all probability, the apostle may intend what some 


men believe, who are not priests, E art 6M 
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And what he says of the different glories of the stars, is 
not to inform us that there is a difference in the heavenly 


the prophets, which our author hates, namely, the resur- 
rection of beasts and birds, as well as of the human kind. 


bodies, that is visible to a child 5 but to illustrate the ; 0 


difference there will be, even among the just, which is 


very rational, and our apostle's illustration very perti- 


« 


nent; and I believe every intelligent reader will think 
that he understood what he said full as well as our wise 
author; and was as far from using jargon, or being à 
conjuror, as he himself thinks he is. As to his priests: 


and conjurors, 1 shall leave him to settle the matter 


Ibid, Sometimes Paul affects to be a naturalist, and 


to prove his system of resurrection from principles of 
vegetation. Thou fool, says he, that which-thou sowest is 


not 8 except it die. To which one might reply, 
in 


which-thou soest is not quickened, except it die not? 


for the grain that dies in the ground, never does nor can 
vegetate. If that proves Paul to be a fool, it proves 


his Master to be so too. I speak it in reverence. For 
he says, except a corn of wheat fall into the 


fruit, John xii. 24. Now here are two wirnesses against 


our confident author, and matter of fact besides. The: 
grain does die, but a germ proceeds from it, which pro- 
duces the future ear of corn; so that neither Paul, nor 
Christ, are fools, though they disagree with Mr. P. ian 


more cases than that of a grain of corn. 


Christ to be fabulous. 0 


„ LEN NC TROVE 
Ibid. We know from history that Athanasius lived: 
at the time the New Testament was formed.“ What 
history does Mr. P. know this from? He is very ur- 
gent for proof from others, but forgets that he ought to 
produce something of that sort himself. I have nothing 
thanasius, or his creed, which Mr. F. 
refers to, but there are several Writers who Om" "0 8 
n 13 n ; T3 re 
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to do with either 


is on language, and ws thou fool, Paul, that 
bay). 


| ground and 
die, it abideth alone; but uf it die, it bringeth forth much 


Page 83. If the story of Jesus Christ be fabulous, 
all reasoning founded upon it as a supposed truth, must 
fall with it.!“ Very true; but Mr. P. must have a very 
large stock of self-conceitedness, if he imagines that 
any thing which he has written proves the story of Jesus 
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before the time of Athanasius, and Who refer to the 
writings of the New Testament. Ibid. Again our au- 


thor asserts the Testament was voted by such as Athan- 
asius to be the Word of God. Before he has told us, part 
flirst, page 11, that he did not know who they were that 
voted, but now he tells us, they were such as Athan. 
asius;“ but still he does not tell who the voters were, 
only they were such as Athanasius.“ Ye disciples of 
Nr. P. are ye not ashamed of such jargon ? Is this your 
oracle, your mighty champion? Were a school-boy, yea, 
a parish-apprentice, to bring so senseless a tale home, he 
would deserve correction. The tale of the soldiers, respect- 


ing the disciples stealing the body of our Lord, while they 


were asleep, has as much sense, yea, and as much truth, as 
our author's quondam vote for the New Testament. 
Ibid. Should the Bible and Testament hereafter fall, 
it is not I that have been the occasion.“ No! not the 
occasion! I, thought you had gone through them, like 
the  wood-feller,-with youri-ax on your shoulder, and 


felled every tree which stood in your way !'; We may 


suppose you have done your best; and I can assure you, 


T have not the smallest apprehension of either the Bible, 


5 or the Testament, falling; they will stand, when you and 


your ax are gone to rast, and are entirely forgotten. 
Page 84. Our author conjures up again his objections | 


to revelation, and after: a perplexed jargon of words, 
concludes, when it is revealed tome, I. will believe 
it to be revelation; but it is not, and cannot be incum- 
bent uponime, to believe it to be revelation: be fore.“ 
This is dowuright.scepticism. Whatever has a tenden- 
cy to destroy moral evidence, has so far a tendency to 


throw mankind into confusion, It would destroy all 


evidence in courts of .judicature,' yea, all connexion in 
trade and commerce, and the credit of all history. I am 
informed there is a person called Thomas Paine, and 


that he has written a book, called The Rights of Man, 


and another, called Ihe Age of Rreaton; I never saw the 


gentleman that I know of, consequently, I did not see 
him write those books; but what of that ? would it not 


* 


| pat res. conceited petulance in me, to raise a 
dust against the identity of the man, and the authen- 
ticity of his books, because I did not see him write 


them? Now I might make every objection against this 


author 5 
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author and his books, that he does against the divinity! 
of the Scriptures; and were he brought to my face, and 
assert that he did write them, I might still pertina- 
ciously say, I did not see him write, neither will 1 be- 
lieve that he did. It is not à little strange, that this 
entleman, who requires so much evidence in the be- 
half of the Scriptures, should give us so little for what 
he says himself. I believe such a heap of positive, un- 
founded, dogmatical assertions, will not be found in 
any other author. He pretends to be a great admirer 
of Euclid, but he is a bad imitator of him; for we have 
neither demonstration, nor proof, for numberless cir- 
cumstances which he has the confidence to affirm. To 
instance in the following sentence, page 85, the most 
detestable wickedness, the most horrid cruelties, and 
the greatest miseries, that have afflicted the human race, | 
have had their origin in this thing called revealed re- 
ligion.“ Here is a most dreadful accusation, but where 
is the proof? there is none, any more than he has to 
prove that Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and all the Bible 
rophets, were impostors, monsters, and conjurors.“ 
bil. Whence arose all those horrid assassinations of | 
whole nations of men, women, and children; the bloody. 
persecutions and tortures unto death, and the religious 4 
4 wars that have laid Europe in blood and ashes? whence- 1 
ca rose they but from this impious thing called revealed 1 
be religion??* All this is dreadful, but where is the proof? 
15 An author whom I respect in a much higher light than 
'» I do. Mr. P. assigns another cause, for wars and cruelties 
. ran that of revealed religion. Jam. iv. 1—6. As to 
the cruelties mentioned in the Bible, they have already 
U been considered, and as to those Which have laid Eu- 
5 rope in blood and ashes,“ they have been perpetrated b 
1 men who like Mr. P. made the Word of od of none 
4 effect. Some of the first Crusades were against the 2 
Waldenses and Albigenses in the twelfth century; but 1 

0 those human butchers, like our author, hated the Bible, -- il 
. and hence they took care to destroy it an |, | 
#1 could lay their hands on it. So all those red- cross ruf. 

5 hans, who. went to Jerusalem, pleaded no Bible; the 
* Bible Was out of vogue with them; it is probable they 
A had not a Bible with them. Ibid. It is then, false to 
is say, chat Christiani nen by the Wore; . 


* 
WES x . 
N 

« ws 2 


A * R 2 * 
: ' 1 


7 * 
* 
* 5 — 
FF. : « "pl 
3 # * 44 , ; 1 


Now where is the proof? Christianity is the love of 
God and man, and 1 am sure that was never established 
by the sword. Superstition, which has been nick. 
named Christianity, has made dread ful havock sure 
Christianity admits not of the sword except in cases of 
absolute self -defence, and, in some instances, not even 
of that. One can scarcely tell, whether the Billings. 
gate, or the blasphemy, is most to be detested in the 
following sentence, page 86. What is it the Bible 
teaches us f rapine, cruelty, and murder. What is it 
the Testament teaches us? to believe that the Almighty 
committed debauchery with a woman engaged to be 
married; and the belief of this debauchery is call- 
ed faith,” Where does the Bible teach one, or the 
Testament the other? The great teacher of morality 
in the New Testament, is Christ himself, whom our 
author declares taught the purest morality ; but it 
seems he has either forgot himself, or changed his opin- 
ion, or he would not, durst not have brought in such a 
blasphemous accusation against him. But it seems he 
Has changed his mind; for he tells us, ibid, “the Test- 
ament teaches us nothing new upon this suhject;“ the 
subject of morality; and where it attempts to exceed, 
it becomes meat and ridiculous.“ He immediately re- 
fers to the sermon on the mount for proof. If a man 
' Smite t hee on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
is assassinating the dignity of forbearance, and sinking 
man into a spaniel.“'“ Alas! is our author's admiration 
of our Saviour's morality come to this? And is this 
the man that a page ago is charging Christianity with 
filling Europe with blood and ashes? and now is charg - 
ing its blessgd Author with teaching what is mean and 
. because he is teaching meek ness and for- 
bea rance, because in some cases I may not only put up 
with an injury, but even be ready to suffer for a good 
conscience. Page 87. Loving enemies is another dog - 

ma of feigned morality, and has beside no meaning.“ I 
think otherwise. I thiak it has much meaning. It 
Shews that I pity them, and am willing to overcome 
their evil with good; and is a great proof that my love 
js sincere. There is a love of pity and benevolence, and 
here is a love of complacency: and delight. In- the for- 
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mer sense, I may love the man whom I have reason to- 
believe is mine enemy, and be ready to give him bread; 
bid. Those Who preach this docirine of loving 

their enemies, are, in the general, the greatest persedcu - 
tors, and they act consistently, by so doing 3- for the 
doctrine. is hypoeritical; and it is natural that hypocri- 

sy should act the reverse of What it preaches,“ Is 
not this a fine-complement paid to him in whose moutn 
was no guile/? Did he not preach this doctrine f 
loving our enemies? And who did he ever perse- 

cute? Must the fountain and pattern of sincerity be 

charged as the vilest hypocrite, because our author has 

taken it into his head ta render him as vile and con- 

tempt ible as he can? Might we not justly charge our 
author with cruelty and impurity, where he is pretend- 

ing to declaim against Christianity for promoting it? 
According to his doctrine, the doing good for evil, “ is [ 
assassinating the dignity of forbearance, and sinking,a 
man into a spaniel.““ J not this the language of the 
hero we call à coffee- house rate? ls it not from such a 
spirit that wars and fightings proceed and is it not from 
hence that Europe has been often, and is at this day; 
laid in blood and ashes? As to impurity, no man living 

can have more filthy ideas than our author, such as I am 
persuaded never entered into the head or heart of any 

man who pretended to write upon religious subjects“ 

To talk of a ghost getting a young woman with child; 

and the Almighty committingdebauchery with a woman,“ 

are expressions which convey. ideas Which a devil would 
blush and shudder at, I have heard of an association in 

a. neighbeouring kingdom, denominated “the Hell-fire 

club,” and if I remember right, every member was to bring 

into every meeting some new: coined. oath, or pay a 
forfeit. 1 that clubꝭstill exists, certainly our author is 
entitled to the chair; and surely they could not deny 

the honour to so worthy a member; for if he would not 
encrease their catalogue of oaths, he would enlarge the 
science of that honourable. board, by introducing a spe- 

cies of ideas, quite new, and which could not fail of | 

meeting with the loudest plaudits, and entitle him to a 


medal of a nak ed Venus. RVE 32 n We: Ni "ol 
Page 87. If we consider the nature. of. mer. 000" 


“ 
dition here; we must see there is no occasion for sucha 
; thing as revealed religion.“ If we know'the nature of 
our condition here, our native ignorance of God, and the 
things of God; the prevalence of our corrupt passions 
and àppetites, the bias of the human will, the fascinat- 
ing tendency of the things of time and sense, we'shall 
see there is occasien for such a thing as revealed re- 
ligion.“ It is that very consideration which makes us 
see the occasion of it; had that consideration never 
taken place, we had still blundered on to perdition. 
Page 88. What is it we want to know ?*” Our- 
selves, the emptiness of the world, the temptations of 
Satan the God of our salvation, and how we may love 
and serve him. Now I may look long enough at the 
Creation, and remain ignorant of these things. Lam a 
rebel against the God of heaven; but the ereation does 
not tell me how I may be reconciled. I am alt weak- 
ness; creation does not tell me how I may obtain 
strength of soul. I am vile and impure; creation does 
not tell me how I may be made holy, how I may con- 
quer myself. God is a spirit, and 1 must worship him 
in spirit and truth; but creation does not tell me how 
1 may do %% „ e eee „ 
Ibid. Deism teaches us, without the possibility of 
being deceived, all that is necessary or proper to know.“ 
It does not; nor a tenth part ef what is necessary to 
know. It does not teach any of the above lessons, and 
F _ they are all necessary to know. The blessed book of 
Dod, which Mr. P. casts so much contempt upon, is a 
L light to our feet, and a lantern to our path; in it are 
HY the words of eternal life. The Bible teaches me to 
= love God and my neighbour, and how 1 shall obtain 
430 the power so to do. The New Testament tells me, 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself. 
I believe this great truth. My Saviour says, come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
Zive you rest. I have accepted the gracious invitation, 
and do find rest. The apostle says, the kingdom-of God 
is ſrighiteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Thanks 
be to God, I find it is so. Let Mr. P. confute re. 
Page 89. Were a man impressed, as fully and as 
| strongly as he ought to be, with the belief of a God, his 
moral life would be regulated by the force of . 
11 EE Cork, 7 : | ; | | ie : 
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he uses respecting his miraculous conception, his atone- 


the shape of a goose.“ What a | | 
it is not true, because it was not the shape of à goose 


„„ 


lief; he would stand in awe of God.“ Very true! But 


then 1 may venture to say; Mr. P. is not impressed with” 
that „belief as strongly as he ought,” for he does not 
e stand in much awe of God, or he durst not have 
published such wanton and impure blasphemies as he? 
has against him. He stands in much more awe of the 
English government, and is determined to keep out of 
its reach. But where will he hide from omniscience? 
or whither will he fly from omni presence? He says, 
Jesus Christ taught and practised the purest moral 


ity; then hear him. The: Father judgeth no man, but 
hath: committed. all judgment to the Son : that all men 


Should honour. the Son, even as they honour the Father. 
He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Fatler 
which sent him. Thus our Lord teacheth. But if so, is 
not Mr. P. condemned out of his own mouth? Does 


he honour the Son ? just as Herod and his men of war 


did; witness all that wanton and impure ribaldry which 


ment;;and-recarrectiont!7.75 1 1 ot fs 97 3 400 COR, 
Page go. We are told that the principles of crea- 
tion are eternal, and of divine origin.“ Is this sense p 


Origin is the beginning of a thing; but that Which is 


eternal has no beginning, and can orily refer to the 


Deity. Therefore, if we can squeeze any sense at all 


out of the words, according to our author, those princi- 


ples are the Deity. He puns, or rather blasphemesy up- 
on the words in Matt. iii. the Holy Ghost descending in 
the thape of a dove, that it might as well have said, in 

be ight turn! However, 


© So Acts ii. says it descended in the shape of tongues; 


n it was feet,” Why was not our author sure, ) 


efore he made so s2ge'a remark 7 As he frequently”. 
refers to wizards, witches, and conjurors, and the in- 


formation he giwes us of their “cups and balls,“ and 2 
the spell word made use of in their lucubrations, and says, 


such and such things in the Bible will suit them, or is 


just fit for them; it seems as if our author had some ac- 


uaintance with that community; and they may be de- 
ists for any thing I know, and! as good philosophers as 


our boasting author; and as they do not submit to mon- 


E a kind of common-wealth, and pretty! 
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: much Serben to the a of the Rig kts. of dis, he 
may be, perhaps, an honourable member 2 that learned | 
body, seeing he is well acquainted: with their proceed- 
t ings, unless They: have br cpa ng out for ning 
their secrets. 
Our author would: man $6 ap 28 a mai science, 
especially he seems to have great ambition to be thought 
skilled in astronomy; this is brought in by the head and 
shoulders repeatedly, and sometimes very awkwardly; and 
we are given to un erstand that science and Christianity 
are utterly inconsistent, so that a man of science cannot 
be a Christian. Of course, then, Milton, Locke, and 
Newton, were not men of science, for they all profess- 
ed to be Christians. Vea, such as believe the miracu- 
lous conception, atonement, and resurrection, which 
our confident author has thought 1 er to treat with 
so much contempt and ridicule; so that he does not 
only treat the providence and e of the Deity 
with the greatest scurrility, but even attempts to make 
some of the greatest literati into the merest idiots, 
From several obvious vestiges in his writings, I judge 
him to be a mere smatterer in science, a mere importer 
of words and phrases. The advertisment of à quack is 
generally coated: with hard words and technical terms, 
so that the simple may admire the learning and pro- 
found skill of the doctor. The like of -which appears 
to eharacteFise * the te found in Mr. P. 8 writ- 
i 
Page 90. i We can 8 God ay hivagh tis 
Works.“ That is a mistake. We can know him much 
better than our author appears to know him, by his 
word, by his providence, and much more by his spirit. 
r. how must children and poor illiterate peasants know 
him, and he is so known that they love him, serve him, 
suffer for him, and count all things but loss for his 
glory. Let matter of fact speak, and we shall find that 
such as know God, and love him, are, in the general, of 
the above description. Yet God has, in every age, 
raised up a few men of science, to be witnesses of his 
= Saving truth, on purpose to put to silence the 1 ——_ 
of such wise men as Mr. 
The pure in heart see Gad 0. all His wot ; there is 

3 not Aa ae that . is not a bird . 
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but raises the aſfections of the believer to things above, 
and excites love and gratitude to him, Who opens his 
liberal hand, and supplies all bis wants. He can 
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The book of Psalms exhibits the works of God in 
beautiful and sublime language, such as is calculated to 
raise a ee reverence, and devotion in the 
mind of an attentive reader. For a specimen, let any 
one read the 104th psalm, and how fine an apostrophe 
does the Psalmist use, after having described a consid- _. 
erable part of animated nature, and their entire depend- 
ance upon the Universal Parent, These wait all upon thee, 
that thou mayest give them their meat in due Season, That 
thou giuest them they gather : thou openest thine hand, they 
are filled with 300d, verses 27, 28. This is excellent, it 
is animat ing; but Christianity, that Christianity which 
our author has endeavoured to vilify, improves upon 
the psalmist. He that spared not his own Son, but freely 
gave him up for us all: how shall he not with him allo 
freely give us all things? Rom. viii. 32, The work of 
redemption is far from setting aside that of creation; 
no, Christianity takes in the Whole, as it takes in the 
whole of the Deity, and harmonizes all the divine attri- 
butes; does not magnify one to the destruction of the 
rest, but gives a full and just proportion to the Whole. 
All which our author says, pages 90, 91, of creation, 
its vast extent, and the connexion and dependence 
which one part has upon another, with his repetition of 
the nature of a circle, and the 18 of à triangle, 
&c. of which we have had 2 zefore, is nothing to 
the purpose; the Christian philosopher sees more into 
their nature and properties, than Mr. P. is capable f 
informing him, ey Sees and admires the hand of God I 
throughout the whole; yet allows there are millions of — 
e, I things, even in this little world of ours, which he can- 
ny not understand, much less comprehend. What he does 
ce comprehend, he owns to be supremely excellent; and - 

: what he does not comprehend, he concludes to be much 
is more 80, He will allow that great objects will inspi te 
3s, ji great thoughts, and great munificence will excite great 7: 
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gratituce - this ki W 1 "ROW REY ada Goa in al 
his works, and the great gift of his Son, is the crown of 
all, which is the great, the leading doctrine of the Bible, 
and is so far from being „a groveling tale, or any 
thing that will “ excite contempt,” that I believe it wil 
fill heaven with amazement to all eternity. 
| Page 93» « The Jews. have. KA. him, 2 that i 18, the 
Almighty, 40 the assassin gf Ne e human species, to make 
room for "the. religion © O Jews. he Christians 
have made him the DCs tr himself, and. the found. 
; er of a new 20 to, supersede and expel. the 4 ewish 
$ religion,” The Old Testament, as well as the New, 
makes the Almi mighty no assassin, but the moral governor 
of the world; mag when any of his rational creatures 
ke the. day, of their visitation, and are Ane 
ersevere in N and iniquity, and in being a 
ly and a. plague. to. their fellow-creatures, there i; 
either injustice or asassination in cutting them off 
u there i in taking e off a mortißed limb to save the 
and this he may do either by Wale pestilence, 
ko? +a or famine, and no worm e earth has 
any right to Say, what doest thou 5 dhe New. Testa- 
N70 8 95 us, t that God Was manifest in the flesh, 
gave himself a. ransom for all, A truth which. i is re- 
pe A 9. 5 che gteatest comfort; 5 but as to his being the 
ou n der of 2 new religion, is an assertion Which none 
Will use but such as are strangers to the nature of re- 
ligiog, The J. ewish religion, as laid down i in the Scrip . 
tures, is, thou shalt love the Lord thy God with of 
thine heart; and that is the Christian religion also; 
and no man will obtain that religion any other way 
5 eBay through the atonement, In all this there is. no 
change in the Deity; he is Avariable, and in him is no 
: Shadow of turning ;. he is still Jehovah, His mode of 
_ acting may admit of some variation, as We see in the al- 
ternate seasons of the year, in the different odi ficat ions 
in the creation; but his ultimate end is, lee will be, 
che same in time andi i in eternity. Joly. and reverent is 
bis Name. 

„ Ibid. % 1 have shown in the foregoing parts. 915 this 
York, that the Bible and Testament a are ee And 
- forgeries,” And I have shewn. in the foregai part of 
this answer, iat they are no such thing, 720 25 Mr. 
P. has Faig a that can | Qiecredit cetther the history 
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or morality of the blessed bock of God; and that ne 
has pres f it with such scurrility, as no gentleman or : 
«cholar Would treat it. The Bible has been had in high _ 
estimation by men of the first rank in every department, 

and therefore the insults and indecent sarcasms witk 
which he has treated that sacred bock, are insults of- _ 
fered to the judgment and memories of the higher 
characters that have adorned human nature; au e 
Mr. P. been à man of liberal sentiment, good manners 
would have taüght him better. And were he a scholar, 
or a man of science, he would have known better.. 
The cobler has gone beyond his last sure enough, ank 
has acted with as much propriety as I should do, were 
I to attempt burlesquing the conduct of an admiral, or 
commander in chief, in which I should only expose my 

own ignorance: except with' this dreadful difference, I 
should only expose mine on folly, but our author is 


off, attempting the eternal destruction of thousands. He is 
the WWW like one that is poisoning all the. rivers and springs f 
105 which sustain the lives of millions. IL have said before, a 


in my answer to his first e no sensible, well? 
read deist, will thank him for his labour; no, they will | 
disown it, His admirers will, therefore, be the scum 
of infidels. Strip his pamphlets of their obscene drol-- 
lery, the low profanity, the positive assertions without 
proof, and reduce them to what may be called argu-- 
ment, or fair reasoning; and I will venture to say, they | 
will hang Tong enough in a bookseller's window, and 
the name of Thomas Paine will sink into its original! 
JJ TOS: ff ͤ 
As I have written purely for the sake of such as are 
simple hearted, and not much versed in controversies, 
especially with the deists, I wish such to keep near 
0 to God, and remember, that the work already wroughhjt 
> al- is not the effect of deism; that never yet did reelaim a 
soul from the error of its way, nor ever will. No, it 
be, is the blessed gospel, that gospel which Mr. P. has rid 
it is culed in such indecent terms, which you have found the 
power of God unto salvation. It has been the means 
of opening your eyes, and turning you from darkness to * 
and light, and from the power of Satan to the living and _. Z 
true God. It was not drollery, obscene and licentious 


Mr. wit that opened your eyes; no, it Was hearin 8 and re- | 1 
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= Shaka, whom his master hath sent to reproach the liy. 
ing God; move you. Remember, ye are the workman. 
ef God, created anew, in Christ Jesus. You hath 
e quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
WE _ Wherein in time past ye walked according to the prince 
Hef the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us togeth. 
er with Christ. Let no man deceive you with vain 
words; but stand fast in the liberty wherewith you are 
made free. Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
1 after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
Por in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
_ = bodily. Fd < 1 


priety in any man to pretend to criticise upon any 
has 2 or books, the original language of which he is ig- 

WE  norant of; no author is accountable for translations. 
The greatest part of the writers which L have read, who 


Before I close, I would observe, it is a great impro- 


have made free with the Scriptures, were ignorant of the 
original languages in which they were written, of which 
number Mr. P. is confessedly one. Hence we see the 

bungling work which he makes in his definition of a 
prophet, in the first part of his Age of Reason. 

I lnfidelity is at a high pitch enough, it needs noth- 
ing more to encrease its votaries, and the pamphlets 
which I have been remarking upon, are calculated 
to promote no other end. All the bad men who 
have borne the Christian name, and all the mischief 

which has been done by them under that name, is noth- 

ing to the purpose; it is only fulfilling what is re- 

corded in those very books which Mr. P. has laboured 

"i to defame. It will easily appear that I have studied to 
be brief in my remarks open those 8 Diffu- 
sive answers, and long dissertations, will neither suit 
the time, the capacities, nor the pockets of multitudes 

of Mr. P.'s disciples, and numbers of well-meaning 
persons, who are in danger of being hurt by his books. 
EE 1 think I have noticed every thing which has the least ap- 
pearance of an argument in those pamphlets ; and wary 
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ob. i nuch more seriousness than theyyeally dezerve;; 

liv. I have seemed to deviate Hitſe from it, it was that 

nan. WW might answer a fool according this own folly. But 1 
nath wish to write and speak as in the presence of a1 pa: 1 | 
ins; Wi cient Deity, who. will in due time%ring every work iu 1 


judgment, with every secret thing, wet! 
whether tt is evi + «MT 
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